
The 5 Browns
USA | 2018 | 97 min • Documentary Feature

Director: Ben Niles

From worldwide acclaim to a nationwide political
battle for survivor's of sexual abuse, "The 5
Browns" captures the emotional journey of the Juil-
liard trained, sibling piano prodigies - and their re-
markable story of determination, healing and
bravery as they come to terms with the sexual
abuse the three girls suffered from their manager
and father.

Mon, Feb 25 | 7pm
Mary D. Fisher

Thu, Feb 28 | 10:10am
Harkins 2

Total Running Time: 1:37

April In Autumn
Canada | 2018 | 90 min • Narrative Feature

Director/Producer/Writer: Warren Sulatycky
Cast: Caitlyn Sponheimer, Elizabeth Stuart-Morris,
Warren Sulatycky

April returns home to Toronto after traveling and
working abroad for several years to help her sister,
Sara, care for their mother who is facing health
problems. Upon April's return, she literally unearths
old family secrets that threaten the gentle balance
of home. 

Sara, who is studying the music of French composer
Erik Satie, befriends a homeless man Erik who may
have a connection to her mother’s romantic past,
while April equivocates on a marriage proposal
from her long distance boyfriend she met on her
travels. 

The story culminates on the eve of their mother's
birthday dinner, when Oscar arrives unannounced
from Argentina and Sara’s homeless friend shows
up for the celebration.

Preceded by:

A New Beginning
USA | 2017 | 11 min • Narrative Short

Director: Erik Lauer

A photographer with a less-than-promising future
finds inspiration in a beautiful girl and an adventure
across the world.

Thu, Feb 28 | 7:10pm
Harkins 2

Sat, Mar 2 | 1:10pm
Harkins 2

Total Running Time: 1:41

An Act of Defiance
Netherlands | 2018 | 123 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Jean van de Velde
Producers: Michael Auret, Richard Claus, Hugh
Rogers
Writers: Jean van de Velde, Dominic Morgan, Matt
Harvey
Cast: Peter Paul Muller, Antoinette Louw, José
Domingos, Conrad Kemp

In this riveting historical drama, 10 political activists
(including Nelson Mandela and his inner circle of
Black and Jewish supporters) face a possible death
sentence for conspiracy to commit sabotage after
they are arrested by the apartheid South African
government during a raid in the town of Rivonia
during the summer of 1963. Bram Fischer (excep-
tionally played by Peter Paul Muller), a sympathetic
lawyer, risks his career and freedom to defend
these men, attempting to hide the fact that he, too,
frequently convened on the farm where they were
arrested.

With "An Act of Defiance", Dutch filmmaker Jean
van de Velde captures a dark period in South
Africa's recent history, skillfully balancing a nail-bit-
ing political thriller with spectacular courtroom in-
trigue while paying tribute to the legendary figures
who fought to end segregation and corruption in
their country.

Sun, Feb 24 | 10am
Sedona Performing Arts Center

Total Running Time: 2:03



Back Roads
USA | 2018 | 101 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Alex Pettyfer
Producers: Michael Ohoven, Craig Robinson, Alex
Pettyfer, Ashley Mansour, Jake Seal, Dan Spilo
Writers: Tawni O'Dell, Adrian Lyne
Cast: Alex Pettyfer, Jennifer Morrison, Nicola Peltz,
Robert Patrick, Juliette Lewis

After his mother, (Juliette Lewis), is imprisoned for
killing his abusive father, Harley Altmyer (Alex Pet-
tyfer) is left to care for his three younger sisters in
rural Pennsylvania. Harley forgoes his college edu-
cation, working dead-end jobs to pay the bills and
raise his siblings, including his rebellious and
promiscuous 16-year-old sister, Amber (Nicola
Peltz). 

Scarred by his past, Harley becomes infatuated with
Callie Mercer (Jennifer Morrison) the older married
woman who lives nearby. Things take a dangerous
turn when they embark on an affair and shocking
family secrets soon begin to emerge. As Harley’s life
spirals out of control, unspoken truths leading to a
devastating conclusion come to the surface and
threaten to consume him.

Sun, Feb 24 | 7:10pm
Harkins 2

Sat, Mar 2 | 7:15pm
Harkins 5

Total Running Time: 1:41

Bias
USA | 2018 | 88 min • Documentary Feature

Director: Robin Hauser
Producers: Robin Hauser, Christie Herring

The toxic effects of bias make headlines every day:
sexual harassment, racial profiling, the pay gap. As
humans, we are biased. Yet few of us are willing to
admit it. We confidently make snap judgments, but
we are shockingly unaware of the impact our as-
sumptions have on those around us. 

The documentary feature "Bias" follows filmmaker
Robin Hauser on a journey to uncover her hidden
biases and explore how unconscious bias defines
relationships, workplaces, our justice system, and
technology. "Bias" contemplates the most pressing
question: Can we de-bias our brains?

Preceded by:

Prizefighter
USA | 2018 | 7 min • Animated Short

Director/Producer/Writer: Lyndon Barrois

"Prizefighter" is an animated sportrait depicting
three days in the life of heavyweight champion Jack
Johnson, fighting his fiercest opponent — racism.

Wed, Feb 27 | 1:20pm
Harkins 6

Fri, Mar 1 | 1pm
Mary D. Fisher

Total Running Time: 1:35

Bathtubs Over Broadway
USA | 2018 | 87 min • Documentary Feature

Director: Dava Whisenant
Producers: Amanda Spain, Dava Whisenant, Susan
Littenberg, Miguel A. Ferrer (musical Number)
Writers: Dava Whisenant, Ozzy Inguanzo
Featuring: David Letterman, Martin Short, Chita
Rivera, Florence Henderson

When he started as a comedy writer for the Late
Show with David Letterman, Steve Young had few
interests outside of his day job. But while gathering
material for a segment on the show, Steve stum-
bled onto a few vintage record albums that would
change his life forever.

Bizarre cast recordings — marked “internal use
only” — revealed full-throated Broadway-style mu-
sical shows about some of the most recognizable
corporations in America: General Electric, McDon-
ald’s, Ford, DuPont, Xerox. Steve didn’t know much
about musical theater, but these recordings de-
lighted him in a way that nothing ever had.

"Bathtubs Over Broadway" follows Steve on his
quest to find all he can about this hidden world.
While tracking down rare albums, unseen footage,
composers and performers, Steve forms unlikely
friendships and discovers that this discarded musi-
cal genre starring tractors and bathtubs was bigger
than Broadway.

Awards include:
• Tribeca Award Winner
Best Documentary Director

• WGA Awards Nominee
Best Documentary Screenplay

• IDA Doc Awards Nominee
Best Music Documentary & Best Score

Sat, Feb 23 | 10am
Mary D. Fisher

Mon, Feb 25 | 1:10pm
Harkins 2

Total Running Time: 1:27



The Biggest Little Farm
USA | 2018 | 91 min • Documentary Feature

Director: John Chester
Producers: John Chester, Sandra Keats
Writers: John Chester, Mark Monroe

A testament to the immense complexity of nature,
"The Biggest Little Farm" follows two dreamers and
a dog on an odyssey to bring harmony to both their
lives and the land. 

When the barking of their beloved dog Todd leads
to an eviction notice from their tiny LA apartment,
John and Molly Chester make a choice that takes
them out of the city and onto 200 acres in the
foothills of Ventura County, naively endeavoring to
build one of the most diverse farms of its kind in
complete coexistence with nature. The land they've
chosen, however, is utterly depleted of nutrients
and suffering from a brutal drought. 

"The Biggest Little Farm" chronicles eight years of
daunting work and outsize idealism as they attempt
to create the utopia they seek, planting 10,000 or-
chard trees and over 200 different crops, and bring-
ing in animals of every kind — including an
unforgettable pig named Emma and her best friend,
Greasy the rooster. 

When the farm's ecosystem finally begins to
reawaken, so does the Chesters' hope — but as
their plan to create perfect harmony takes a series
of wild turns, they realize that to survive they will
have to reach a far greater understanding of the in-
tricacies and wisdom of nature, and of life itself.

Teeming with stunningly beautiful images of flora
and fauna — and a pregnant hog that will melt your
heart — "The Biggest Little Farm" is a testament to
idealism. For urban viewers, it's a necessary con-
frontation with how our food is grown. It's also a
family adventure, full of suspense and emotion that
will leave a lump in your throat.

Sun, Feb 24 | 1:10pm
Harkins 2

Fri, Mar 1 | 4pm
Harkins 1

Total Running Time: 1:31

The Blessing
USA | 2018 | 74 min • Documentary Feature

Directors: Hunter Robert Baker, Jordan Fein
Executive Producer: Raoul Max Trujillo
Producers: Jordan Fein, Hunter Robert Baker
Writer: Ricardo Acosta

Personal and crucial, "The Blessing" follows a
Navajo coal miner raising his secretive daughter as
a single father, struggling with his part in the irre-
versible destruction of their sacred mountain at the
hands of America's largest coal producer. 

Made with support from the International Docu-
mentary Association and the Points North Institute,
and captured over the course of five years, the film-
makers join a Navajo family for some of the most
deeply personal and important moments in the
character’s lives, from a miner enduring a life-
threatening injury and confronting the deep spiri-
tual sacrifice he makes to provide for his family. 

First and foremost a character-driven film, "The
Blessing" brings the search for acceptance to broad
audiences through the unprecedented and intimate
access the filmmakers have been given to this
under-reported social and environmental story on
the Navajo Nation.

Preceded by:

Speaking Through 
Generations
USA | 2018 | 6 min • Documentary Short

Director: Colleen Thurston
Producers: Colleen Thurston, Jennifer Loren
Cast: Betty Christie Frogg

Betty Frogg is a basket weaver, a practitioner of 
traditional arts and a native Cherokee speaker. As 
a child Betty was always encouraged to speak in
Cherokee, and now teaches students at the 
Cherokee Nation Immersion School to do the same.

Wed, Feb 27 | 7:10pm
Harkins 2

Sat, Mar 2 | 10:10am
Harkins 2

Total Running Time: 1:20

The Bill Murray Stories: 
Life Lessons Learned 
from a Mythical Man
USA | 2018 | 70 min • Documentary Feature

Director: Tommy Avallone
Producers: Raymond Esposito, Derrick Kunzer, Max
Paolucci, Kevin Sisti Jr.

"The Bill Murray Stories" follows one man’s journey
to find meaning in Bill Murray’s many unexpected
adventures with everyday people. Featuring rare
and never-before seen footage of the comedic icon
participating in stories previously presumed to be
urban legend. 

Whether it be singing karaoke late at night with
strangers or crashing a kickball game in the middle
of the afternoon, Bill Murray lives in the moment
and by doing so, creates magic with real people.

Preceded by:

Stumped
USA | 2018 | 6 min • Animated Short

Director/Producer: Christina Farman
Writers: Christina Farman, Judie Muhrez
Cast: Justin Steele, Tim McCartney, Judie Muhrez

An overweight corgi can't bring his owner the
morning newspaper so he turns to aerobics as a last
ditch effort.

Fri, Mar 1 | 4:15pm
Sedona Performing Arts Center

Total Running Time: 1:16



Buffalo Boys
Indonesia, Singapore | 2018 | 103 min
Narrative Feature

Director: Mike Wiluan
Producers: Mike Wiluan, Huang Junxiang, Tan Fong
Cheng, Rayya Makarim, Kimberly James
Writers: Mike Wiluan, Raymond Lee, Rayya
Makarim
Cast: Yoshi Sudarso, Ario Bayu, Pevita Pearce, Tio
Pakusadewo

Singapore's official entry to the Academy Awards.

In 19th Century Java, a brutal massacre and the
murder of Sultan Hamza by Captain Van Trach and
his Dutch soldiers force Arana, Jamar and Suwo —
the sultan’s brother and infant sons — to flee the
country, bringing them halfway around the world to
the American Wild West. 

After working the railroads and learning the cow-
boy way of life, Arana tells the boys it’s time to re-
turn to their homeland and avenge their father’s
death. Back on Indonesian soil, the hunt for their
father’s killer begins. Along the way, they meet
some villagers including Kiona, the rebellious and
beautiful headman’s daughter who Suwo falls for,
and soon find out that the treacherous Van Trach
still rules the area. Their presence puts the village in
danger, quickly turning their quest for revenge into
a fight for freedom. 

With the odds stacked against them, Arana, Jamar
and Suwo use the skills they learned from the wilds
of America to face Van Trach and his army in a
showdown for justice.

Tue, Feb 26 | 4:10pm
Harkins 2

Fri, Mar 1 | 4:15pm
Harkins 5

Total Running Time: 1:43

Campesino
USA | 2018 | 90 min • Documentary Feature

Director: Mia Tate
Producers: Mia Tate, Tchavdar Georgiev
Writers: Mia Tate, Michael Chandler

"Campesino" celebrates the lives of the Cuban to-
bacco farmer as introduced to us by one American
whose passion has been photographing them for
over a decade. 

Carl Oelerich, a skycap at the Salt Lake City Interna-
tional Airport, has returned year after year to pho-
tograph the same people. Two hours west of
Havana in the rust colored tobacco fields of Vinales,
famous for growing some of the best tobacco in the
world, Carl introduces us to the Campesino life. It is
through his relationships and images that we em-
bark on this journey with a cast of characters whose
candid conversations overflow with insight, love,
hardship, humor and gratitude. 

Through the unexpected personal journey of Carl,
"Campesino", introduces us to a world preserved by
time, on the brink of opening up, in a way few peo-
ple will ever see again.

Thu, Feb 28 | 1:15pm
Harkins 5

Sat, Mar 2 | 4:20pm
Harkins 6

Total Running Time: 1:30

The Butterfly Trees
USA | 2018 | 82 min • Documentary Feature

Director/Producer/Writer: Kay Milam

"The Butterfly Trees" captures the transcontinental
journey of the eastern monarch butterflies on their
epic migration from the forested shores of South-
ern Canada to the rare and ancient oyamel fir trees
of Central Mexico.

Part science, part adventure, and part love story,
the film is a captivating reflection on the profound
mysteries of the natural world and the ties that ir-
revocably connect us all. The story weaves together
a wondrous tapestry of stunning visuals, passion for
discovery, and the eclectic mix of the people for
whom these butterflies have become a magnificent
obsession.

Filled with allegory and poetic contemplations, “The
Butterfly Trees” brings to the screen a universal
story of life and the search for legacy and meaning
by using the monarch migration as a poignant
metaphor that embodies love, hope, transforma-
tion and connections that transcend borders.

Preceded by:

In Due Time
USA | 2018 | 17 min • Documentary Short

Director: Andy Maser

"In Due Time" is the story of two men who trekked
105 miles across Greenland’s Arctic Circle Trail in
less than four days. 

The film showcases their journey — one that is
physically challenging and emotionally eye-opening.
As Mike Chambers and Jason Antin make their jour-
ney in the cold winter of 2018, they explore their
thoughts on fatherhood, family and adventure —
and how the proper balance between these three is
necessary for their happiness.

Sun, Feb 24 | 10am
Mary D. Fisher

Sat, Mar 2 | 4:15pm
Harkins 5

Total Running Time: 1:39



Carlos Almaraz 
Playing With Fire
USA | 2018 | 71 min • Documentary Feature

Directors: Richard  Montoya, Elsa Almaraz
Executive Producers: Thom  Beers, Eduardo
Dominguez, Elsa Almaraz
Producer: Mark Roberts
Cast: Edward Olmos, Cheech Marin, Shepard Fairey,
Delores Huerta, Cesar Chavez

A look at the life and work of the late Los Angeles
artist Carlos Almaraz. From the lens of an immi-
grant child coming to this country to live his Ameri-
can Dream of becoming a famous artist.  Through
interviews and personal journal entries we explore
his inner demons, his passions, his rise as a beloved
leader of the Chicano Art Movement and his subse-
quent success as an artist who is ultimately lost to
AIDS in the late 1980’s.

Few artists in fact painted canvases with the fiery
passion and commitment of Almaraz. The time has
come to fully tell his story and acknowledge an
American Master and his impact in the larger art
world in general. The famous collected his works
from NYC to LA. Yet his challenges, demons, strug-
gles and explorations through sexuality provides
the essential stuff of great storytelling. His journals
will provide a rare window and essential perspec-
tive giving us full dimensionality in his own and
often humorous voice. 

Carlos once said “Painting is an illusion. It’s a pic-
ture that someone makes. It’s a window to some-
thing that may or may not be real. It’s there and it’s
as real as anything else at the time that you’re
viewing it.”

Preceded by:

Celeste
Australia | 2018 | 106 min • Narrative Feature

Director/Writer: Ben Hackworth
Producer: Lizzette Atkins
Cast: Radha Mitchell, Thomas Cocquerel, Odessa
Young, Nadine Garner

Celeste was once Australia’s most beloved opera
singer. Yet she threw it all away to follow the man
she loved to a crumbling property deep in the rain-
forests of Tropical North Queensland. 

Ten years after his tragic death, Celeste is ready to
make one final return to the stage. But her stepson
Jack, still haunted by the past, arrives at her behest
amidst the preparations for the performance and
finds Celeste is as he remembered – beautiful, in-
toxicating and dangerous. 

When Celeste asks Jack for an impossible favor, the
secrets that drove them apart explode back into
rhapsodic life.

Mon, Feb 25 | 1pm
Harkins 1

Wed, Feb 27 | 4:20pm
Harkins 6

Total Running Time: 1:46

Painting the Air
USA | 2019 | 20 min • Documentary Short

Director: Myss Miranda
Producers: Curt Walters, Myss Miranda
Writer: Curt Walters

"Painting The Air" refers to the envelope of air that
surrounds each of the subjects Curt Walters has cho-
sen to capture on canvas, a skill recognized by many
leading curators and collectors. This film explores 
the challenges, the various periods of creative 
experimentation and the emotions behind his art.

Exploring the influences of his childhood, and ana-
lyzing his formative years, he explains how he was
able to create a life of color and adventure through
paint. Walters found his way to Taos, NM in 1975
where he learned from the masters of that time
and was able to hone his skill. He moved to Sedona,
AZ in 1979 allowing him to greater access to the
seasons and moods of the Grand Canyon and the
Colorado Plateau. 

His personal turmoil of the 1980’s was heavily re-
flected in his art. He discusses for the first time how
the evolution of this era in his life changed his art-
work. Curt also discusses the importance of using
his imagery as a voice for his environmental con-
cerns. Over the course of his career Walters has
traveled and painted in many regions of the world
and continually prepares for his next adventure.

Mon, Feb 25 | 7:15pm
Harkins 5

Thu, Feb 28 | 1pm
Mary D. Fisher

Total Running Time: 1:31



The Chaperone
USA | 2018 | 103 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Michael Engler
Producers: Kelly Carmichael, Greg Clark, Rose Gan-
guzza, Victoria Hill, Elizabeth McGovern, Luca Scalisi
Writers: Julian Fellowes, Laura Moriarty
Cast: Haley Lu Richardson, Miranda Otto, Elizabeth
McGovern, Blythe Danner, Campbell Scott, Victoria
Hill

In this handsome period piece perfectly suited for
cinephiles of all stripes, director Michael Engler
(Downton Abbey, 30 Rock, Six Feet Under) and
screenwriter Julian Fellowes (Downton Abbey, Gos-
ford Park) bring a fascinating slice of pre-Hollywood
history to light in a coming-of-age story centering
on the relationship between the young, free-spir-
ited and soon-to-be international screen starlet
Louise Brooks (a riveting, high-intensity Haley Lu
Richardson) and her tee-totalling chaperone (a
wonderfully nuanced Elizabeth McGovern). 

On their journey from the conservative confines of
Wichita Kansas to the flash and sizzle of New York
City, both women are driven by a kindred desire for
self-discovery and liberation from the past. 

Based on the book by Laura Moriarty and anchored
by a superb supporting cast (Miranda Otto, Géza
Röhrig, and Blythe Danner in a key cameo), "The
Chaperone" is a sensitive, resonant, and illuminat-
ing tale of women's lives in the early 20th century.

Sat, Mar 2 | 1pm
Sedona Performing Arts Center

Total Running Time: 1:43

Cold War
Poland, United Kingdom, France | 2019 | 89 min
Narrative Feature

Director: Pawel Pawlikowski
Producers: Ewa Puszczynska, Tanya Seghatchian
Writers: Pawel Pawlikowski, Janusz Glowacki, Piotr
Borkowski
Cast: Joanna Kulig, Tomasz Kot, Borys Szyc, Agata
Kulesza

"Cold War" is nominated for three Academy
Awards, including Best Foreign Language Film,
Best Director (Pawel Pawlikowski) and Best Cine-
matography (Lukasz Zal).

"Cold War" is a passionate love story between a
man and a woman who meet in the ruins of post-
war Poland. With vastly different backgrounds and
temperaments, they are fatefully mismatched and
yet condemned to each other. Set against the back-
ground of the Cold War in 1950s Poland, Berlin, Yu-
goslavia and Paris, it’s the tale of a couple
separated by politics, character flaws and unfortu-
nate twists of fate — an impossible love story in im-
possible times. 

The film is dedicated to director Pawel Paw-
likowski’s parents, whose names the protagonists
share.

Sat, Feb 23 | 1pm
Sedona Performing Arts Center

Total Running Time: 1:29

The China Hustle
USA | 2017 | 82 min • Documentary Feature

Director/Writer: Jed Rothstein
Producers: Sarah Gibson, Ryan Suffern

In the midst of the 2008 market crash, investors on
the fringes of the financial world feverishly sought
new alternatives for high-return investments in the
global markets. With Chinese indexes demonstrat-
ing explosive growth, the country suddenly
emerged as a gold rush opportunity with one
caveat: US investors were prohibited from investing
directly into the country’s market. Makeshift solu-
tions led to a market frenzy, until one investor dis-
covered the massive web of fraud left in its wake. 

Mon, Feb 25 | 10:20am
Harkins 6

Sun, Mar 3 | 10:20am
Harkins 6

Total Running Time: 1:22

Diane
USA | 2019 | 96 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Kent Jones
Producers: Luca Borghese, Ben Howe, Caroline Ka-
plan, Oren Moverman
Writer: Kent Jonest
Cast: Mary Kay Place, Jake Lacy, Estelle Parsons, 
Andrea Martin

For Diane (Mary Kay Place), everyone else comes
first. Generous but with little patience for self-pity,
she spends her days checking in on sick friends, 
volunteering at her local soup kitchen, and trying
valiantly to save her troubled adult son (Jake Lacy)
from himself. But beneath her relentless routine of
self-sacrifice, Diane is fighting a desperate internal
battle, haunted by a past she can’t forget and which
threatens to tear her increasingly chaotic world apart.
Built around an extraordinary, fearless performance
from Mary Kay Place, this is a profound, beautifully
human portrait of a woman rifling through the wreck-
age of her life in search of redemption.

Sun, Feb 24 | 10am
Harkins 1

Tue, Feb 26 | 1:10pm
Harkins 2

Total Running Time: 1:47



Crime + Punishment
USA | 2018 | 112 min • Documentary Feature

Director: Stephen Maing
Executive Producer: Laura Poitras
Producers: Stephen Maing, Ross Tuttle, Eric Daniel
Metzgar

"Crime + Punishment" was shortlisted for the
Academy Award for Best Documentary Feature.

Amidst a landmark class action lawsuit over illegal
policing quotas, "Crime + Punishment" intimately
observes the real lives and struggles of a group of
black and Latino whistleblower cops known as “The
NYPD 12” and the young minorities they are pres-
sured to arrest and summons in New York City. 

Over four years of unprecedented access, the film
cinematically exposes the interconnected stories of
systemic injustice in New York City policing through
the bold efforts of a group of active duty officers, an
innocent young man stuck in Rikers and one unfor-
gettable private investigator. They bravely risk their
safety, careers and livelihoods to bring light to
harmful policing practices which have plagued the
precincts and streets of New York City for decades.

Sat, Feb 23 | 4pm
Mary D. Fisher

Sun, Mar 3 | 10am
Mary D. Fisher

Total Running Time: 1:52

The Devil We Know
USA | 2018 | 88 min • Documentary Feature

Director: Stephanie Soechtig
Producers: Joshua Kanau, Kristin Lazure, Carly 
Palmour, Stephanie Soechtig
Writers: Stephanie Soechtig, Mark Monroe

In 1945, DuPont introduced Teflon to the market-
place and changed millions of American house-
holds. Today, a biopersistent chemical used in the
creation of those products is in the bloodstream of
99 percent of all Americans. A compelling and ulti-
mately terrifying watch that will make you question
everything in your kitchen.

Tucked in the rolling hills of West Virginia, the town
of Parkersburg is described by those who live there
as an idyllic place to raise a family. It’s also home to
a sprawling DuPont chemical plant that manufac-
tures Teflon. One autumn day in 2000, local school-
teacher Joe Kiger opened his mail and found a
letter in his water bill informing him that C8 was in
his drinking water, but safe for consumption. Most
people would throw the letter away – and most did
– but Joe Kiger is different.

The trail of deception he and his wife Darlene un-
covered made the sleepy town of Parkersburg the
epicenter of one of the largest class action lawsuits
in the history of environmental law.

Preceded by:

The Seed
USA | 2018 | 20 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Charles Wiedman
Executive Producer: David Christopher
Producers: Charles Wiedman, David Christopher,
Robert Calder
Cast: David Christopher

A small town Texas farmer is threatened by a multi-
national GMO seed company when he’s falsely ac-
cused of planting their corn seed without a license.

Mon, Feb 25 | 4pm
Mary D. Fisher

Thu, Feb 28 | 7:15pm
Harkins 5

Total Running Time: 1:48

Dawnland
USA | 2018 | 86 min • Documentary Feature

Directors: Adam Mazo, Ben Pender-Cudlip
Producers: N. Bruce Duthu, Adam Mazo

For most of the 20th century, government agents
systematically forced Native American children
from their homes and placed them with white fami-
lies. As recently as the 1970’s, one in four Native
children nationwide were living in non-Native foster
care, adoptive homes, or boarding schools. Many
children experienced devastating emotional and
physical harm by adults who mistreated them and
tried to erase their cultural identity.

Now, for the first time, they are being asked to
share their stories.

"Dawnland" follows the TRC to contemporary Wa-
banaki communities to witness intimate, sacred
moments of truth-telling and healing. With exclu-
sive access to this groundbreaking process and
never-before-seen footage, the film reveals the un-
told narrative of Indigenous child removal in the
United States.

Preceded by:

Tin Can
USA | 2018 | 21 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Pat Battistini
Producers: Pat Battistini, Robert Francke, Carlos Ragas
Cast: Carlos Ragas, Kevin. E. West, Lisa Cole, Tom 
Katsis, Jef McClure, Darryl Sims

J.C. came to America as an illegal immigrant when
he was just a child. Now, as an adult, he's still an il-
legal alien but has managed to persevere and pros-
per working as a rodeo clown. However, after a
series of unfortunate events, J.C. finds himself
down on his luck and in search for a new happiness.
He eventually finds it near the Mexican border but
the price he pays could get him kicked out of the
only country he knows.

Mon, Feb 25 | 1:20pm
Harkins 6

Wed, Feb 27 | 10am
Mary D. Fisher

Total Running Time: 1:47



Dogman
Italy, France | 2018 | 103 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Matteo Garrone
Producers: Paolo Del Brocco, Matteo Garrone, Jean
Labadie, Jeremy Thomas
Writers: Ugo Chiti, Matteo Garrone, Massimo 
Gaudioso
Cast: Marcello Fonte, Edoardo Pesce, Nunzia 
Schiano, Adamo Dionisi

"Dogman" was Italy's official submission to the
Academy Awards for Best Foreign Language Film.

In a seaside village on the outskirts of an Italian city,
where the only law seems to be survival of the
fittest, Marcello is a slight, mild-mannered man
who divides his days between working at his mod-
est dog grooming salon, caring for his daughter
Alida, and being coerced into the petty criminal
schemes of the local bully Simoncino, an ex-boxer
who terrorizes the neighborhood. 

When Simoncino’s abuse finally brings Marcello to
a breaking point, he decides to stand up for his own
dignity through an act of vengeance, with unin-
tended consequences.

Tue, Feb 26 | 1:15pm
Harkins 5

Sun, Mar 3 | 10:15am
Harkins 5

Total Running Time: 1:43

The Drummer 
and the Keeper
Ireland | 2017 | 94 min • Narrative Feature

Director/Writer: Nick Kelly
Producer: Kate McColgan
Cast: Dermot Murphy, Jacob McCarthy, Peter 
Coonan, Charlie Kelly

“The Drummer and the Keeper” is the winner of
several audience choice awards from prestigious
film festivals around the world. 

Recently diagnosed with bipolar disorder, the
drummer of a rock band strikes up an unusual
friendship with an institutionalized teen who is suf-
fering from Asperger's Syndrome.

Gabriel is a chaotic young rock drummer desperate
to hide his recent bipolar diagnosis from his in-
creasingly exasperated band mates. At the thera-
peutic mixed ability football game he's obliged to
attend as part of his treatment Gabriel is spectacu-
larly upended by goalkeeper Christopher, an institu-
tionalised 17-year-old with Aspergers Syndrome.
Having taken revenge, Gabriel faces expulsion —
and the prospect of being sectioned — unless he
"makes friends" with Christopher.

This heartwarming story shows the strength of the
human bond in the face of adversity.

Preceded by:

Parousia
Colombia | 2017 | 10 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Miguel Garzón Martínez
Producers: Sebastián Bazzani, Miguel Garzón
Martínez
Cast: Iván Carvajal, Paula Goyeneche, Carolina
Bless, Gerardo Barreto

A man who lost his faith is confronted with 
evidence of the existence of God.

Wed, Feb 27 | 4pm
Harkins 1

Fri, Mar 1 | 7:10pm
Harkins 2

Total Running Time: 1:44

Down to Earth: 
The Remarkable 
Science of Grounding
USA | 2019 | 105 min • Documentary Feature

Directors/Producers/Writers: Joshua Tickell, 
Rebecca Tickell

From Sundance Award-Winning, Oscar-shortlisted
filmmakers Josh and Rebecca Tickell ("Fuel", "The
Big Fix", "Pump", "Good Fortune”) comes "Down to
Earth", a groundbreaking and vitally important film
that reveals that the answer to America’s biggest
health crisis may be literally right under our feet.
It’s called “grounding” or “earthing” and it means
directly connecting one’s body to the Earth to re-
store the electromagnetic balance needed to main-
tain optimal health. As the film reveals, the surface
of planet Earth is negatively charged. This negative
charge, when connected to human skin, reduces in-
flammation throughout the body, thins the blood,
regulates sleep, balances hormones and con-
tributes to other positive health effects.

"Down to Earth" shows a growing mountain of
peer-reviewed research that shatters modern med-
ical thinking. From reducing heart disease, to
restoring balance in prenatal babies, to reducing or
eliminating restless leg syndrome, to radically de-
creasing the recovery time for athletes, the film
shows that study after study proves the effective-
ness of grounding the human body.

"Down to Earth" features exclusive interviews with
scientists, physicists, medical doctors and well-
known grounding advocates who explain both the
science and their often life-changing personal expe-
rience with grounding. Along with wellness expert
Deepak Chopra, M.D, actress Amy Smart and 
actress Mariel Hemingway, filmmakers Josh and 
Rebecca Tickell take you on a surprising healing
journey. If you or somebody you know suffers from
any form of chronic pain, "Down to Earth" just
might bring you back to life. 

Join special guests from the film, including ac-
tresses Mariel Hemingway and Amy Smart, along
with filmmakers Josh and Rebecca Tickell for this
premiere event and post-film discussion.

Sat, Mar 2 | 7pm
Sedona Performing Arts Center

Total Running Time: 1:45



Ed Asner: 
On Stage and Off
USA | 2018 | 88 min • Documentary Feature

Directors/Producers/Writers: Kurt Jacobsen, 
Warren Leming
Cast: Michael Shannon, Oliver Stone, Mike Farrell,
Janet Coleman, Paul Buhle, Derek Malcolm, Liza
Asner, Ed Asner

Ed Asner is widely acknowledged as the most 
honored performer in American television history
(seven Emmys, five Golden Globes), an intrepid
spokesman for progressive American ideals, and
the bane of the right-wing noise machine that tends
to be mainstream media in the USA today. Art and
politics, despite routine denials up in the sky boxes,
usually intersect.  

This full-length documentary probes the ethnic
Kansas City roots of Asner's fascinating life, his early
struggles, his inspirations and influences, his re-
markable acting career, his brave political activism
at personal cost and his unflagging energy to this
day as a superb performer on screen and stage.
Asner is frank, incisive and often puckish in reflec-
tions about himself as well as about friends, associ-
ates and enemies. 

This two-time former president of the Screen Ac-
tors Guild (1981-85) is as devoutly serious about
the craft of acting as he is about sticking to ethical
action in public life. Like his famous blunt and
beloved screen counterpart 'Lou Grant', Asner's
personal creed in real life is to comfort the afflicted
and afflict the comfortable while remaining the
consummate professional. 

"Ed Asner: On Stage and Off" is an entertaining yet
intimately informative portrait of one of the finest
American actors of his (or any other) generation. In-
terviewees include actor Michael Shannon, director
Oliver Stone, actor Mike Farrell, theater legend
David Shepherd, historian Paul Buhle, theater histo-
rian and radio host Janet Coleman, film critic Derek
Malcolm and others.

Meet Ed Asner in person who will be in Sedona to
host the premiere screening and Q&A.

Thu, Feb 28 | 4:15pm
Sedona Performing Arts Center

Total Running Time: 1:28

Elephant Path
USA | 2017 | 79 min • Documentary Feature

Director: Todd McGrain
Producers: Natalie Ruiz Tofano, Todd McGrain,
Scott Anger

With unprecedented footage, "Elephant Path" cap-
tures the beauty and behavior of the rare and elu-
sive Forest Elephants. Our guides on this journey
are Sessely Bernard, a tracker and elder of the
Bayaka people, and Andrea Turkalo, an American
field biologist. 

In a remote clearing in the rainforest of the Central
African Republic called Dzanga Bai, the elephants
gather to bathe in the mud and drink the mineral-
rich water. Andrea’s presence at the clearing and
her close relationship with Sessely have been im-
portant factors in keeping poaching to a minimum
at Dzanga Bai. As their lives converge on the paths
of the last wild herd of forest elephants in the Cen-
tral African Republic, each will be tested by the re-
alities of war and the limits of hope for the majestic
animals they have committed their lives to study
and protect.

Preceded by:

Sides of a Horn
United States | 2018 | 18 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Toby Wosskow
Producers: Toby Wosskow, Emmanuel Castis, 
Charlie Hicks
Cast: Sherldon Marema, Welile Nzuza, Ayanda
Seoka, Dimpho Motloung

From executive producer Sir Richard Branson,
"Sides of a Horn" is the first film to tell the story of
South Africa's poaching war from both sides of the
fence. Based on actual events, and filmed in the
townships and game reserves most directly im-
pacted by wildlife crime, this dramatic short film
paints an unbiased portrait of a modern war that is
tearing apart communities and driving a pre-his-
toric species to the verge of extinction.

Thu, Feb 28 | 7:20pm
Harkins 6

Sat, Mar 2 | 10am
Harkins 1

Total Running Time: 1:37

The Elephant 
and the Butterfly
Belgium | 2017 | 87 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Amélie van Elmbt
Producers: Luc Dardenne, Jean-Pierre Dardenne
Writers: Amélie van Elmbt, Matthieu de Braconier
Cast: Isabelle Barth, Thomas Blanchard, Judith
Chemla, Kristof Coenen, Alice de Lencquesaing, Lina
Doillon

Produced by the Dardenne brothers and executive
produced by Martin Scorsese, this Belgian drama
tells the story of a man who returns to his home-
town with hopes of reuniting with his ex-girlfriend,
only to find himself stuck caring for a little girl, Elsa,
who may or may not be his own daughter. An unex-
pected turn of events leaves Antoine suddenly
alone to take care of Elsa.

Preceded by:

Half Smile
USA | 2017 | 8 min • Narrative Short

Director: Owen Royce
Producers: Ryan Grams, Joe Kessler
Cast: Joe Kessler, Rod Kasai

A favor for a friend becomes a bonding moment 
for two men as Charlie confronts the past he long
forgot.

Mon, Feb 25 | 1:15pm
Harkins 5

Fri, Mar 1 | 10:15am
Harkins 5

Total Running Time: 1:35



Eleven Eleven
USA | 2018 | 93 min • Narrative Feature

Director/Writer: Chris Redish
Producers: Joe  Gruberman, Chris 'Doc' Wyatt
Executive Producers: Maggie Viale, John Victor
Heflebower
Cast: Charles Baker, Krista Allen, Christina Rose,
Jennifer Pfalzgraff, Dominic Bogart, Dillon Vineyard

Sixteen years ago, Tim Faris had a one night stand
with an alien, but managed to keep that liaison se-
cret from his wife and the half-alien daughter they
are raising.

When Andromeda, the sexy alien, returns to Earth
intent on re-igniting their passion, and getting to
know her daughter, Tim's cozy life starts to unwind.

The quirky characters are brought to life by Charles
Baker (Skinny Pete on Breaking Bad), and Krista
Allen (Party Mom, Baywatch, Significant Mother) in
this mildly risqué comedy sci-fi.

Filmed largely on location in Sedona, this film fea-
tures many local cast and crew.

Preceded by:

Passive Aggressive Dads
USA | 2018 | 5 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Jim Picariello
Producer: Kyle Lamont
Cast: Jim Picariello, Shayne Bither, Hoyt Hutchins,
Grace Neal

Two middle-aged dads just want to spend a quiet
day with their daughters at the park. But when an
obnoxious group of teens drive by, too fast and too
loud, it spurs these aging, disgruntled dads into a
self-righteous act of passive-aggression.

Mon, Feb 25 | 7pm
Harkins 1

Thu, Feb 28 | 4:15pm
Harkins 5

Total Running Time: 1:38

Every Act of Life
USA | 2018 | 90 min • Documentary Feature

Director: Jeff Kaufman
Producers: Jeff Kaufman, Marcia Ross
Featuring: Angela Lansbury, F. Murray Abraham,
Larry Kramer, Nathan Lane, Audra McDonald, Edie
Falco, Christine Baranski, Patrick Wilson, Billy Porter

"Every Act of Life" profiles world-renowned play-
wright Terrence McNally’s pioneering 5-decade ca-
reer in the theater, focusing on the struggle for
LGBT rights and his pursuit of love and inspiration
at every age. 

Terrence traveled the world as tutor to John 
Steinbeck's children (Steinbeck’s only advice was,
"Don't write for the theater. It will break your
heart”); suffered an infamous Broadway flop in 1965
at age 24; and went on to write dozens of ground-
breaking plays and musicals about sexuality, homo-
phobia, faith, the power of art, the need to connect,
and finding meaning in every moment of life. 

He’s won four Tony Awards; had long relationships
with Edward Albee and Wendy Wasserstein; lost a
lover and many friends to AIDS; stopped drinking
through the intervention of Angela Lansbury;
helped launch the careers of Nathan Lane, F. 
Murray Abraham, Audra McDonald, Doris Roberts,
Patrick Wilson, and Joe Mantello; was an early
champion of marriage equality and faced violent
protests for his play Corpus Christi; survived a brutal
fight with lung cancer; and finally found lasting love
with his now-husband, producer Tom Kirdahy.

Preceded by:

Dirty Little Secret
USA | 2018 | 14 min • Narrative Short

Director/Executive Producer/Writer: Dale Griffiths
Stamos

Being wealthy, handsome and charming won't buy
Nicholas P. Berenger a pass when facing court-ap-
pointed psychologist, Dana Reynolds.

Sun, Feb 24 | 4pm
Harkins 1

Tue, Feb 26 | 1pm
Harkins 1

Total Running Time: 1:44

Eternal Winter
Hungary | 2018 | 110 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Attila Szász
Producers: Tamás Lajos, Ábel Köves
Cast: Marina Gera, Laura Döbrösi, Diána Magdolna
Kiss, Franciska Farkas, Niké Kurta, Sándor Csányi

The true story of an unlikely romance in a Soviet
labor camp.

Christmas 1944. Soviet soldiers invade Hungary and
drag every young ethnic German woman away from
a small village and transport them to a Soviet labor
camp where they are forced to work in the coal
mines under inhuman conditions. This is where Irén
meets fellow prisoner Rajmund, who decides to
teach her how to survive. While she is determined
to return home to her little daughter and family,
history and fate have a different plan: Irén and 
Rajmund fall in love. Based on a true story. 

“Eternal Winter” is the very first feature film about
the 700,000 Hungarian victims of the Soviet labor
camps whose stories remained untold for over 70
years.

Tue, Feb 26 | 10:15am
Harkins 5

Thu, Feb 28 | 1:10pm
Harkins 2

Total Running Time: 1:50



Facing the Dragon
Afghanistan | 2018 | 80 min • Documentary Feature

Director: Sedika Mojadidi
Producer: Jenny Raskin

In this intimate documentary, filmmaker Sedika
Mojadidi follows two compelling Afghan women,
within the government and the media, through the
pivotal period after the international withdrawal
from Afghanistan. 

Through Sedika’s perspective, we see Afghan
women on the front lines struggling to maintain
their hard-won rights in a country where lawless-
ness, political instability, and violence remains the
standard way of life.

Preceded by:

Man In Focus
USA | 2018 | 20 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Gang "Garfield" Wang
Producer: Masato Suzuki
Cast: Rodney Charles, Sandra Glagla, Chris Barry,
Ruben Madera, Jasmine Meadows

Aaron, a citizen patrol volunteer who reports an ex-
plosive backpack to the police, must prove his inno-
cence when the media label him as a suspect.

Tue, Feb 26 | 7:20pm
Harkins 6

Fri, Mar 1 | 10:20am
Harkins 6

Total Running Time: 1:40

General Magic
USA, United Kingdom | 2018 | 94 min
Documentary Feature

Directors/Producers: Matthew Maude, Sarah 
Kerruish
Executive Producers: Michael Stern, Reynold D'Silva
Writers: Matthew Maude, Sarah Kerruish, Michael
Stern, Jonathan Key, Ceri Tallett

The best way to predict the future is to invent it.

The side of Silicon Valley you never see, "General
Magic" is a tale of how great vision and epic failure
can change the world. 

Spun out from Apple in 1990 to create the ‘next big
thing’, General Magic shipped the first handheld
wireless personal communicator in 1994. 

From the first smartphones to social media, e-com-
merce and even emoji, the ideas that now domi-
nate the tech industry and our day-to-day lives
were born at General Magic. 

But this was before the Web, before 3G, before
Google, before everyone had a mobile phone in
their pocket. The world was not ready in 1994 to
hold the world in its hands. And though General
Magic died, those concepts and the people who pi-
oneered them went on to change almost every-
thing. 

Combining rare archive footage with contemporary
stories of the Magicians today, this documentary
tracks the progress of anytime, anywhere commu-
nication from a thing of science-fiction in 1994 to a
reality in our pockets and on our wrists today. 

With members of the original Mac team and the
creators of the iPhone, Android, eBay and many
more, this is the story of one of history’s most tal-
ented teams and what happens when those who
dream big fail, fail again, fail better and ultimately
succeed.

Tue, Feb 26 | 1:20pm
Harkins 6

Thu, Feb 28 | 7pm
Mary D. Fisher

Total Running Time: 1:34

A Fortunate Man
Denmark | 2018 | 168 min • Narrative Feature
CLOSING NIGHT FILM

Director: Bille August
Producers: Thomas Heinesen, Karin Trolle
Writers: Bille August, Anders Frithiof August, Henrik
Pontoppidan (novel)
Cast: Esben Smed, Katrine Greis-Rosenthal, 
Benjamin Kitter, Julie Christiansen

From Academy Award Winner Bille August (“Pelle
the Conquerer”) comes "A Fortunate Man".

On his quest for happiness, Per moves from the
dark region of Jutland and a severe upbringing in a
strictly religious home. He runs away from his fam-
ily and his patriarch father, a priest, and sets sail to-
wards Copenhagen to become an engineer and
implement a large energy project. 

In the capital, Per throws himself into the big city
life and with an appetite for life and joy, he soon
finds himself in an unconcerned and vivid social en-
vironment. Parallel to his studies, he works on a
large and visionary energy project based on wind
and wave energy. As he gets his projects up and
running and is about to marry into a rich Jewish
family, he quickly climbs the social ladder. But Per’s
childhood keeps haunting him and his dogmatic
family cannot accept his new life and Jewish fi-
ancée.

Sun, Mar 3 | 7pm
Harkins 1

Total Running Time: 2:48



Ghost Light
USA | 2018 | 102 min • Narrative Feature

Director: John Stimpson
Producers: John Stimpson, Geoffrey Taylor
Cast: Roger Bart, Tom Riley, Shannyn Sossamon,
Danielle Campbell, Carol Kane, Cary Elwes

"Ghost Light" is a haunted comedy about the ab-
surd, but very seriously regarded, superstitions of
the theatre, specifically those surrounding Shake-
speare’s Macbeth. 

When a disgruntled and arrogant understudy
tempts fate by uttering the forbidden name of the
“Scottish King” on stage, the sorcery of the Bard’s
witches overwhelms the production leading to
chaos, misfortune and death. 

All's well that ends well ... but not for everyone.

Sun, Feb 24 | 7:15pm
Harkins 5

Wed, Feb 27 | 1:10pm
Harkins 2

Total Running Time: 1:42

The Hummingbird 
Project
USA | 2018 | 111 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Kim Nguyen
Producers: Pierre Even, David Womack
Writer: Kim Nguyen
Cast: Jesse Eisenberg, Alexander Skarsgård, Salma
Hayek, Michael Mando

In this modern epic, Kim Nguyen exposes the ruth-
less edge of our increasingly digital world. Cousins
from New York, Vincent (Jesse Eisenberg) and
Anton (Alexander Skarsgård) are players in the
high-stakes game of High-Frequency Trading, where
winning is measured in milliseconds. Their dream?
To build a straight fiber-optic cable line between
Kansas and New Jersey, making them millions. But
nothing is straightforward for this flawed pair. 

Anton is the brains, Vincent is the hustler, and to-
gether they push each other and everyone around
them to the breaking point with their quixotic ad-
venture. Constantly breathing down their necks is
their old boss Eva Torres (Salma Hayek), a powerful,
intoxicating and manipulative trader who will stop
at nothing to come between them and beat them
at their own game.

No matter what the cost, Vincent and Anton are 
determined to cut through America, only to find 
redemption at the end of their line, not through
money, but through family and reconnecting to the
land.

Thu, Feb 28 | 7:15pm
Sedona Performing Arts Center

Total Running Time: 1:51

The Gift of Love
South Korea | 2017 | 88 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Gim Gyu-min

Based on North Korean reality, "The Gift of Love" is
the dramatization of an event that took place in the
province of North Hwanghae. 

Lee Sojung is the wife of an invalid war hero who
alone struggles to support his family. Forced to sell
her body Sojung has a great sense of guilt and sad-
ness, and when even prostitution, the last chance
to support her husband Kangho's care and keep her
child, falls because of the regime's repression, the
situation will become unsustainable. 

While the lies continue, Kangho's suspicions con-
tinue to grow, until Sojung tells of meeting Kim
Jong Un and having received "love gifts" from the
Dear Leader, a lie that will make the family spend a
joyful and happy evening with tragic implications.

Preceded by:

Échappé
United States | 2018 | 13 min • Narrative Short

Director: Allison Mattox
Producers: Charlie Wilson, P.J. Walsh
Cast: Olesya Senchenko, Pavel Shatu, Nikolai
Tsankov, Abigail Simon, Martin Harvey

While on tour in New York, a Soviet ballerina learns
of her brother's plan to defect.

Mon, Feb 25 | 10:10am
Harkins 2

Sat, Mar 2 | 7pm
Mary D. Fisher

Total Running Time: 1:41



Hal
USA | 2018 | 90 min • Documentary Feature

Director: Amy Scott
Producers: Christine Beebe, Lisa Janssen, Jonathan
Lynch, Brian Morrow

Although Hal Ashby directed a remarkable string of
acclaimed, widely admired classics throughout the
1970s — "Harold and Maude", "The Last Detail",
"Shampoo", "Coming Home", "Being There" — he is
often overlooked amid the crowd of luminaries
from his generation. Amy Scott’s exuberant portrait
explores that curious oversight, using rare archival
materials, interviews, personal letters, and audio
recordings to reveal a passionate, obsessive artist. 

Ashby was a Hollywood director who constantly
clashed with Hollywood, but also a unique soul with
an unprecedented insight into the human condition
and an unmatched capacity for good. His films were
an elusive blend of honesty, irreverence, humor,
and humanity. Through the heartrending and in-
spiring "Hal", you feel buoyed by Ashby’s love of
people and of cinema, a little like walking on water.

Preceded by:

The Big Shot
Hungary | 2018 | 28 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Miklós Borsos
Executive Producer: Ádám Farkas
Producer: Peter Fulop
Cast: Iván Kamarás, Andrea Petrik

When Tamas, the young first time film director real-
izes that Mihaly, his burnt-out has-been movie star
is unable to convincingly perform the movie's key
underwater drowning scene, as a last attempt he
proposes him to do the sequence for real.

Tue, Feb 26 | 10am
Mary D. Fisher

Fri, Mar 1 | 7pm
Mary D. Fisher

Total Running Time: 1:58

The Heat: 
A Kitchen (R)evolution
Canada | 2018 | 75 min • Documentary Feature

Director/Producer/Writer: Maya Gallus

Restaurant kitchens are a pressurized stew of brutal
hours, high stress and sleep deprivation. Acting out
goes with the territory and anyone lower on the
totem pole is fair game. But the familiar macho
posturing of celebrity chefs has reached a tipping
point. Now with an influx of women at the helm of
restaurants, and a younger generation unwilling to
submit to the brutal conditions once considered the
norm, the rules of "kitchen culture" as we know it
are being rewritten.

It takes a brazen personality to excel in the compet-
itive sport of professional cooking. A woman can
only ascend the ranks if she can take the heat.
Meet seven women chefs at the forefront of a 
"revolution."

Preceded by:

Yes She Can
USA | 2018 | 5 min • Documentary Short

Directors/Producers: Tiffany Steeves, Daniel 
Enrique Chavez Ontiveros, Erendira Olivera Benitez

Elsie Dogbegah, owner of HomeFresh Foods, an
agro-processor of African ethnic foods, shares her
passion for creating a woman-centric business.

Sun, Feb 24 | 4:20pm
Harkins 6

Wed, Feb 27 | 10:15am
Harkins 5

Total Running Time: 1:20

Half the Picture
USA | 2018 | 94 min • Documentary Feature

Director: Amy Adrion
Producers: Amy Adrion, David Harris

Women and men attend film schools in equal num-
bers, but women direct only 4% of top grossing fea-
ture films in the U.S.  Why are women largely shut
out of this prestigious, lucrative and culturally influ-
ential profession?  

High profile women directors including Ava 
DuVernay ("A Wrinkle In Time"), Lena Dunham
(“Girls"), Jill Soloway (“Transparent”), among 
others, offer candid, unfiltered and often humorous
tales of their careers in Hollywood, while experts on
gender inequality destroy the myths that have 
allowed discrimination in Hollywood to thrive.  

The entertainment industry has denied women’s
voices for decades, but with a new Federal investi-
gation into discriminatory hiring in Hollywood and a
powerful movement toward equal representation
gaining momentum, could this be the dawn of a
new era?

Mon, Feb 25 | 10:15am
Harkins 5

Thu, Feb 28 | 4:20pm
Harkins 6

Total Running Time: 1:34



The Hello Girls
USA | 2018 | 55 min • Documentary Feature

Director/Writer: James Theres
Producer: Elizabeth Cobbs

In 1918, the U.S. Army Signal Corps sent 223
women to France as telephone operators to help
win the Great War. They swore Army oaths, wore
uniforms, held rank, and were subject to military
justice. By war's end, they had connected over 26
million calls and were recognized by General John J.
Pershing for their service. When they returned
home, the U.S. government told them they were
never soldiers. 

For 60 years, they fought their own government for
recognition. In 1977, with the help of Sen. Barry
Goldwater and Congresswoman Lindy Boggs, they
won. Unfortunately, only a handful were still alive.

Festival Double Feature with

Scandal: 
The Trial of Mary Astor
USA | 2018 | 62 min • Documentary Feature

Director/Executive Producer/Writer: Alexa Foreman

"Scandal: The Trial of Mary Astor" is a documentary
about a woman who has to make a choice after
learning her personal — and very intimate — di-
aries have been stolen. 

As an actress — an employee of the Hollywood 
studios — it means risking everything. 

Using interviews with Astor’s daughter Marylyn,
along with film historians Molly Haskell and Leonard
Maltin, the film tells the story of Astor’s 1936 child
custody case. Coincidentally, at the same time the
trial is taking place, the actress is filming the movie
“Dodsworth”, directed by William Wyler. David
Wyler, the director’s son, and L.A. Times critic Kevin
Thomas are also interviewed and give their perspec-
tives on this amazing — and very timely — struggle.

Wed, Feb 27 | 4pm
Mary D. Fisher

Sat, Mar 2 | 1pm
Mary D. Fisher

Total Running Time: 1:57

The Human Element
USA, Iceland | 2018 | 76 min • Documentary Feature

Director: Matthew Testa
Producers: Olivia Ahnemann, James Balog
Writers: James Balog, Lyman Smith, Matthew Testa

We humans are a force of nature. At the same time
human activities alter the basic elements of life —
earth, air, water, and fire — those elements change
human life.

In this riveting and visually rich drama, blending art
and science, we follow renowned environmental
photographer James Balog as he explores the im-
pact of wildfires, hurricanes, sea level rise, a strug-
gling coal mining community, and our changing air. 

With rare compassion and heart, "The Human 
Element" highlights Americans who are on the
frontlines of climate change, inspiring us to re-
evaluate our relationship with the natural world.

Preceded by:

Becoming Ocean
USA | 2018 | 9 min • Documentary Short

Director: Scott K. Foley
Writer: Eiren Caffall
Cast: Eiren Caffall

When climate-change journalist Eiren Caffall was 
diagnosed with chronic kidney disease, she realized
that, like the planet, she was slowly drowning. But
instead of allowing the nearly invisible effects of her
condition to paralyze her, Caffall uses her illness to
look at the crisis of climate change in a way that
makes “problems we so often push away because
of… their apparent distance from daily life, suddenly
become intimate and human-scale.” — Naomi Klein,
(Author: "This Changes Everything: Capitalism vs.
the Climate")

Tue, Feb 26 | 1pm
Mary D. Fisher

Sat, Mar 2 | 7:20pm
Harkins 6

Total Running Time: 1:25

Hotel Mumbai
Australia | 2018 | 125 min • Narrative Feature
CLOSING NIGHT FILM

Director: Anthony Maras
Producers: Mike Gabrawy, Gary Hamilton, Basil
Iwanyk, Andrew Ogilvie
Writers: John Collee, Anthony Maras
Cast: Dev Patel, Armie Hammer, Nazanin Boniadi,
Anupam Kher, Jason Isaacs

A gripping true story of humanity and heroism,
"Hotel Mumbai" vividly recounts the 2008 siege of
the famed Taj Hotel by a group of terrorists in
Mumbai, India. 

Refusing to leave their guests, the renowned chef
Hemant Oberoi (Anupam Kher) and a waiter (Acad-
emy Award-Nominee Dev Patel) choose to risk their
lives to keep everyone safe.  As the world watches
on, a desperate couple (Armie Hammer) is forced to
make unthinkable sacrifices to protect their new-
born child.

Sun, Mar 3 | 7:10pm
Harkins 2

Total Running Time: 2:05



I Am Not a Witch
United Kingdom, France, Germany, Zambia | 2017 
93 min • Narrative Feature

Director/Writer: Rungano Nyoni
Producers: Juliette Grandmont, Emily Morgan
Cast: Maggie Mulubwa, Henry B.J. Phiri, Nancy
Mulilo, Margaret Sipaneia, Gloria Huwiler

"I Am Not a Witch" was the United Kingdom's 
official submission to the Academy Awards.

In her BAFTA award-winning debut feature,
Rungano Nyoni crafts a satiric feminist fairy-tale set
in present-day Zambia. 

When 9-year old orphan Shula is accused of witch-
craft, she is exiled to a witch camp run by Mr.
Banda, a corrupt and inept government official.
Tied to the ground by a white ribbon, Shula is told
that she will turn into a goat if she tries to escape.
As the only child witch, Shula quickly becomes a
local star and the adults around her exploit her sup-
posed powers for financial gain. Soon she is forced
to make a difficult decision – whether to resign her-
self to life on the camp, or take a risk for freedom. 

A hit at over 50 international festivals, "I Am Not a
Witch" is a must-see for anyone interested in new
African Cinema and contemporary female filmmakers.

Preceded by:

Too Many Bodies
USA | 2018 | 6 min • Narrative Short

Director: Reena Dutt
Executive Producer: Penelope Wong
Producers: Reena Dutt, Puppett
Cast: Alexandria Woodley, Michelle Acosta, Thomas
Nguyen, Matthew Hansen

"Too Many Bodies" is a music video for Alex
Mackey's "Place Called Us", addressing America's
need for gun reform through dance, music and pas-
sion, culminating in a website of resources for ad-
vocacy and survivor support.

Mon, Feb 25 | 4:15pm
Harkins 5

Thu, Feb 28 | 10:20am
Harkins 6

Total Running Time: 1:39

If Beale Street Could Talk
USA | 2018 | 119 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Barry Jenkins
Producers: Megan Ellison, Dede Gardner, Barry
Jenkins, Jeremy Kleiner, Sara Murphy, Adele 
Romanski
Writers: Barry Jenkins, James Baldwin
Cast: KiKi Layne, Stephan James, Regina King, 
Colman Domingo

"If Beale Street Could Talk" is nominated for three
Academy Awards, including Best Supporting 
Actress (Regina King), Best Adapted Screenplay
(Barry Jenkins) and Best Original Song (Nicholas
Britell).

Academy Award-winning writer/director Barry
Jenkins’ "If Beale Street Could Talk" is his adapta-
tion of James Baldwin’s novel — the first English-
language feature film based on the work of the
author, to whom the movie is dedicated.

Set in early-1970s Harlem, “If Beale Street Could
Talk” is a timeless and moving love story of both a
couple’s unbreakable bond and the African-Ameri-
can family’s empowering embrace, as told through
the eyes of 19-year-old Tish Rivers (KiKi Layne). A
daughter and wife-to-be, Tish vividly recalls the
passion, respect and trust that have connected she
and her artist fiancé Alonzo Hunt, who goes by the
nickname Fonny (Stephan James). Friends since
childhood, the devoted couple dream of a future
together but their plans are derailed when Fonny is
arrested for a crime he did not commit.

Through the unique intimacy and power of cinema,
"If Beale Street Could Talk" honors the author’s pre-
scient words and imagery, charting the emotional
currents navigated in an unforgiving and racially bi-
ased world as the filmmaker poetically crosses time
frames to show how love and humanity endure.

Sat, Feb 23 | 10am
Sedona Performing Arts Center

Total Running Time: 1:59

I May Regret
USA | 2018 | 100 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Graham Streeter
Producer: Alex Lebosq
Writer: Graham G. Streeter
Cast: Lisa Goodman, Denise Dorado, Holland
Clement

Suffering from dementia, an ailing woman finds
herself at the mercy of a young live-in nurse who is
out to kill her and take her life's fortune. 

But dementia has given her a taste of her own med-
icine when she realizes the nurse is actually a hallu-
cination of when she, herself, was a young
caregiver who maliciously dismantled a helpless
woman's estate.

Literally reliving her past as both victim and aggres-
sor of her own malice, it's all coming back to her.

And it's killing her.

Sun, Feb 24 | 10:15am
Harkins 5

Sat, Mar 2 | 1:15pm
Harkins 5

Total Running Time: 1:40



In This Gray Place
USA | 2017 | 101 min • Narrative Feature

Director/Writer: R.D. Womack II
Producers: Radhika Womack, Tracy Keshek
Cast: Aleksander Ristic, Marcus Johns, Angela 
Nordeng , Phil LaMarr, Nick Moss

Aleksander Ristic gives a commanding performance
in this meditative drama about love and conse-
quences. Aaron (Ristic) is a petty criminal from the
wrong side of the tracks. Wounded, out of breath,
and hefting a sack of jewels he breaks into a rest
stop bathroom and barricades himself in. It soon
becomes clear he’s been part of a robbery gone
wrong. Surrounded by police he quickly finds him-
self backed into a corner, with only a dying cell
phone to call for help. Dodging his girlfriend’s pry-
ing questions Aaron and his accomplice must devise
a plan to hide the jewels before it’s too late. 

With a rich supporting cast and striking visuals, "In
This Gray Place" is a beautiful story of desperation
clashing with destiny.

Sun, Feb 24 | 7:20pm
Harkins 6

Tue, Feb 26 | 4:15pm
Harkins 5

Total Running Time: 1:41

Joni 75: 
A Birthday Celebration
USA | 2019 | 120 min • Documentary Feature

Director: Martyn Atkins

Join an incredible array of singers and musicians
who came together to honor one of the world’s
most remarkable artists, Joni Mitchell, on her 75th
birthday. 

The hand-selected group of peers and protégés in-
cluding Brandi Carlile, Glen Hansard, Emmylou 
Harris, Norah Jones, Chaka Khan, Diana Krall, Kris
Kristofferson, Los Lobos with La Marisoul, Cesar
Castro & Xochi Flores, Graham Nash, Seal, James
Taylor, Rufus Wainwright and more paid tribute to
the iconic artist, performing songs from all stages of
Mitchell’s life and career, across her entire catalog
of 19 studio albums. 

Captured over two nights in November 2018 by The
Music Center at the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion in
Los Angeles, the entire concert, along with special
behind-the-scenes interviews with the artists, will
be shown at this special event.

As an artist, Mitchell performed with an emotional
honesty that resonated with a wide audience. The
unifying effect of Mitchell’s music rings out with a
closing group singalong to “Big Yellow Taxi” during
which Mitchell herself is captured on camera. But
the biggest moment, the most emotional, is saved
for the end when the celebrated singer takes to the
stage to blow out candles on a cake after the crowd
serenades her with “Happy Birthday.”

Mon, Feb 25 | 4:15pm
Sedona Performing Arts Center

Total Running Time: 2:00

Jimi Hendrix Experience: 
Electric Church
USA | 2018 | 105 min • Narrative Feature

Director: John McDermott
Producers: Janie Hendrix, John McDermott

“Electric Church” presents the legendary guitarist in
full flight at the 1970 Atlanta Pop Festival before
the largest U.S. audience of his career. This critically
acclaimed film combines color, 16mm multi-camera
footage of Hendrix unforgettable July 4, 1970 con-
cert in its original performance sequence together
with a new documentary that traces his journey to
the festival amidst the dark shadow of civil rights
unrest, the relenting toll of the Vietnam War and a
burgeoning festival culture that drew together
young people across the country who were inspired
by the Woodstock festival.

The film details Hendrix integral role in drawing
nearly 500,000 people to his Electric Church — a
dusty scorching hot pecan orchard in Byron, Geor-
gia some 100 miles south of Atlanta. Together with
Experience drummer Mitch Mitchell and drummer
Billy Cox, Jimi skillfully blended favorites such as
“Purple Haze,” “All Along The Watchtower,” and
“Voodoo Chile (Slight Return)” with confident ren-
ditions of new songs such as “Freedom” and
“Straight Ahead” that had not yet been released on
album. As a colorful fireworks display stretched
overhead across the night sky, Jimi performed the
“Star Spangled Banner” to the wild delight of the
massive audience.

Hendrix’s music and message of universal love
made him the ideal artist and, appropriately, was
the first act booked for the festival.

Features interviews with Hendrix bassist Billy Cox,
Hendrix engineer Eddie Kramer, concert promoter
Larry Vaughan, artists Paul McCartney, Metallica’s
Kirk Hammit, Steve Winwood, Susan Tedeschi,
Derek Trucks, Mountain’s Leslie West and Bruce
Hampton, publicist Bob Merlis, journalist Anthony
DeCurtis, filmmaker Steve Rash and many more.

Paul McCartney freely admits to worshipping him,
adding, “We all played guitar. We all knew a bit. But
he seemed to know more than us.”

Wed, Feb 27 | 7:15pm
Sedona Performing Arts Center

Total Running Time: 1:45



Joseph Pulitzer: 
Voice of the People
USA | 2018 | 84 min • Documentary Feature

Director: Oren Rudavsky
Producers: Oren Rudavsky, Andrea Miller
Writer: Robert Seidman

Pulitzer is an American icon who spoke of “fake
news” over one hundred years ago. He fought the
dangers that the suppression of news had for a
democracy long before our present threats to press
freedom. While he is remembered for the prizes
that bear his name, his own heroic battles in the
face of grave illness and Presidential ire have been
forgotten as has the artistry and game changing
originality he brought to newspapers. 

How did Joseph Pulitzer, once a penniless young
Jewish immigrant from Hungary, come to challenge
a popular president and fight for freedom of the
press as essential to our democracy? 

Adam Driver narrates the film. Liev Schreiber is the
voice of Pulitzer. Tim Blake Nelson is the voice of
Teddy Roosevelt and Rachel Brosnahan is the voice
of Nelly Bly.

Sun, Feb 24 | 1:20pm
Harkins 6

Wed, Feb 27 | 4:15pm
Harkins 5

Total Running Time: 1:24

Leona
Mexico | 2018 | 95 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Isaac Cherem
Producer: Salomon Askenazi
Writers: Isaac Cherem, Naian Gonzalez Norvind
Cast: Naian Gonzalez Norvind, Christian Vazquez,
Carolina Politi

"Leona" is an intimate, insightful, and moving film
that tells the story of a young Jewish woman from
Mexico City who finds herself torn between her
family and her forbidden love with a non-Jewish
man. 

He allows her to discover the world outside the
bubble of her community, leading to an important
transition in her adult life.

Ripe with all the drama and interpersonal conflicts
of a Jane Austen novel, watching her negotiate the
labyrinth of familial pressure, religious precedent,
and her own burgeoning sentiment is both painful
and beautiful – there are no easy choices to be
made and the viewer travels back and forth with
her as she struggles with her heart to take the best
path.

Sun, Feb 24 | 4:10pm
Harkins 2

Sun, Mar 3 | 10am
Harkins 1

Total Running Time: 1:35

The Judge
Palestine | 2017 | 81 min • Documentary Feature

Director/Producer: Erika Cohn

"The Judge" provides rare insight into Shari’a law,
an often misunderstood legal framework for Mus-
lims, told through the eyes of the first woman judge
to be appointed to the Middle East’s religious
courts. 

When she was a young lawyer, Kholoud Al-Faqih
walked into the office of Palestine’s Chief Justice
and announced she wanted to join the bench. He
laughed at her. But just a few years later, Kholoud
became the first woman judge in the Shari’a courts. 

"The Judge" offers a unique portrait of Kholoud —
her brave journey as a lawyer, her tireless fight for
justice for women, and her drop-in visits with
clients, friends, and family. In the process, the film
illuminates some of the universal conflicts in the
domestic life of Palestine — custody of children, di-
vorce, abuse — while offering an unvarnished look
at life for women under Shari’a law.

Preceded by:

Ablution
USA | 2017 | 15 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Omar Al Dakheel
Producers: Omar Al Dakheel, Itai Forman, Xing-Mai
Deng
Cast: Jay Abdo, Omar Al Dakheel, Austin Mackinnon

The bond between a disabled Muslim father and his
son is tested when love is pitted against religion.

Sun, Feb 24 | 10:20am
Harkins 6

Tue, Feb 26 | 4:20pm
Harkins 6

Total Running Time: 1:36



The Light of Hope
Spain | 2018 | 96 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Silvia Quer
Producer: Miriam Porte
Writer: Margarita Melgar
Cast: Noémie Schmidt, Nausicaa Bonnin, Natalia de
Molina

Based on the true story of Elisabeth Eidenbenz
(1913-2011) and her female co-workers who saved
the lives of almost 600 infants in World War II.

In the early 1940's, refugees from all over Europe
seek shelter in South Western France, escaping per-
secution from the Nazis and from Franco's regime
in Spain. Among them, there are countless women,
some of them pregnant, and their little children.
The camps are in horrendous shape with refugees
holding out with no protection from the cold. 

With no further ado, young Red Cross nurse Elisa-
beth Eidenbenz breathes new life into an old villa.
By transforming it into a birth clinic she saves the
lives of mothers and children from certain death.
Despite all hardship, the villa becomes a safe haven
resounding with the children's laughter. But soon
threats from without and within take shape: Au-
thorities in Nazi-occupied France demand that she
hand over all Jewish refugees and their children,
while Elisabeth's deputy Victoria sides with the Ré-
sistance partisans – a worthy cause but one that
puts at stake the lives of everyone in the maternity.

Preceded by:

This One Step
USA | 2018 | 6 min • Narrative Short

Directors: Westin Ray, Austin Ray
Writer: Westin Ray
Cast: Catherine Mersereau, AJ Johnston

A young Texan veteran and his wife must re-learn
the rhythm of their relationship, complicated by 
lingering PTSD.

Mon, Feb 25 | 10am
Mary D. Fisher

Thu, Feb 28 | 4:10pm
Harkins 2

Total Running Time: 1:42

Lucid
United Kingdom | 2018 | 86 min • Narrative Feature

Director/Writer: Adam Morse
Producer: Adam Rose
Cast: Billy Zane, Laurie Calvert, Sadie Frost, Sophie
Kennedy Clark, Christian Solimeno

A lonely boy practices an experimental form of
therapy after his enigmatic neighbor offers to help
him overcome social anxiety and win the girl of his
dreams.

Isolated in a big city with no friends, young Zel si-
multaneously fears and craves intimacy. He has a
pitiful obsession with dancer Jasmine and is caught
spying on her by eccentric neighbor Elliot (Billy
Zane) who offers to help him win her heart. Lust
leads Zel on an intense subliminal adventure as 
Elliot teaches him how lucid dreaming can be used
to practice the art of seduction but will Zel be able
to charm Jasmine in reality?

Join actor Billy Zane ("Titanic", "Twin Peaks",
"Dead Calm") and writer director Adam Morse for
the US premiere of "Lucid".

Fri, Mar 1 | 7:15pm
Sedona Performing Arts Center

Total Running Time: 1:26

Living Proof
Canada | 2017 | 97 min • Documentary Feature

Director: Matt Embry
Producers: Tyler McLeod, Matt Embry, Ravinder
Minhas
Writers: Tyler McLeod, Matt Embry

Multiple Sclerosis societies around the world main-
tain that the cause and the cure of MS are still un-
known. Yet pharmaceutical companies are showing
record profits on sales of MS drugs, even though
there is no conclusive evidence that they have an
effect on the course of the disease.

Filmmaker and activist Matt Embry was diagnosed
with MS in 1995 and was told there was no cure.
His father, Ashton, a research geologist, helped him
develop simple dietary and exercise guidelines. He
has since remained healthy. Now in his early forties
and showing no signs of physically slowing down,
he sets his sights on shaking up a system that has so
far refused to listen.

Treatments by top-tier scientists that have shown
major improvement on patients’ mobility have sys-
tematically been shut down by big pharma and de-
lays from the FDA since, as Embry argues, they
don’t offer the prospect of a marketable product
(read: a drug). Perhaps more surprising and shock-
ing is the refusal of some charitable associations to
partake in crucial information sharing.

"Living Proof" is an incendiary, disciplined and
heartbreaking exposé on the reasons sick people
might be staying sick. Embry brings a profoundly
personal approach to the lack of transparency and
questionable morality in the policies of medical de-
velopment—policies that have direct impacts on
the patients he meets. He follows the money, and it
doesn’t lead to a good place.

Thu, Feb 28 | 4pm
Harkins 1

Sat, Mar 2 | 10am
Mary D. Fisher

Total Running Time: 1:37



Mapplethorpe
USA | 2018 | 102 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Ondi Timoner
Producers: Eliza Dushku, Ondi Timoner, Nate
Dushku, Richard J. Bosner
Writers: Ondi Timoner, Mikko Alanne
Cast: Matt Smith, Marianne Rendón, John Benjamin
Hickey, Mark Moses

Robert Mapplethorpe is arguably one of the most
important artists of the 20th century. 
Mapplethorpe discovered himself both sexually 
and artistically in New York City throughout the 
70’s and 80’s. 

The film explores Mapplethorpe’s life from mo-
ments before he and Patti Smith moved into the
famed Chelsea hotel, home to a world of bohemian
chic. Here he begins photographing its inhabitants
and his new found circle of friends including artists
and musicians, socialites, film stars, and members
of the S&M underground Mapplethorpe’s work dis-
played eroticism in a way that had never been ex-
amined nor displayed before to the public. The film
explores the intersection of his art and his sexuality
along with his struggle for mainstream recognition. 

"Mapplethorpe" offers a nuanced portrait of an
artist at the height of his craft and of the self-de-
structive impulses that threaten to undermine it all.

Sat, Feb 23 | 4pm
Sedona Performing Arts Center

Total Running Time: 1:42

Miss Arizona
USA | 2018 | 94 min • Narrative Feature

Director/Writer: Autumn McAlpin
Producers: Autumn McAlpin, DeAnna Cooper
Cast: Johanna Braddy, Robyn Lively, Dana Wheeler-
Nicholson, Shoniqua Shandai, Otmara Marrero,
Steve Guttenberg, Missi Pyle

Rose Raynes was crowned Miss Arizona — 15 years
ago. Now a bored housewife trapped in a less-than-
ideal marriage, and mourning the independence of
her 10-year-old son, Rose accepts an invitation to
teach a life skills class at a women’s shelter.

Digging out the relics of her pageant queen past,
Rose attempts to share her “Making Your Presence
a Present” platform speech with a room of four dis-
interested women dodging abusive exes. But when
trouble shows up at the shelter, what the women
really need is for Rose’s shiny SUV to get them out
of dodge.

The five embark on an all-night adventure through
L.A.’s darkest streets and wildest drag club as the
women fight to survive, and in so doing, discover
what they need most.

This one’s an anthem for any woman who’s ever
been told to sit still and look pretty. This one’s for
the marginalized. This one’s for the girls.

Preceded by:

Lesson #7
USA | 2018 | 7 min • Narrative Short

Director/Producer/Writer: Alberto Ferreras
Cast: Olga Merediz, Shirley Rumierk

A daughter confronts her mother about ghosts of
her childhood. The mother confirms her worst sus-
picions, and somehow, it's all very funny.

Mon, Feb 25 | 1pm
Mary D. Fisher

Fri, Mar 1 | 4:10pm
Harkins 2

Total Running Time: 1:41

Metamorphosis
Canada | 2018 | 85 min • Documentary Feature

Directors: Nova Ami, Velcrow Ripper

"Metamorphosis" bears witness to a moment of
profound change: the loss of one world, and the
birth of another.

Forest fires consume communities, species vanish,
and entire ecosystems collapse. Economic growth,
tied to increased speed of resource extraction, has
created a machine with the capacity to destroy all
life. But this crisis is also an opportunity for trans-
formation.

Through a tidal flow of stunning images, 
"Metamorphosis" carves a path from the present 
to the future. Woven together with stories of 
creativity and reinvention from artists, scientists,
thinkers, and young children are creative, systemic
solutions for our planet, and for our communities.

"Metamorphosis" cinematically delves into how 
humanity is being transformed in new ways by the
environmental crises we have created.

Preceded by:

Mother Earth
France | 2018 | 6 min • Narrative Short

Director/Producer/Writer: Damien Vergez
Cast: Daniel Wells, Jenice Wells, Alex Wells, William
Robert

"Mother Earth" features British Columbia's First Na-
tions and the local mountain biking community.
Narrated by Daniel Wells, a member of Lil’wat First
Nation, the film is talking about the deep connec-
tion both groups have with nature and the neces-
sity to listen and protect their environment. From
open meadows to ancient forests, we discover
stunning landscapes that British Columbia has to
offer through the riding of professional rider
William Robert.

Tue, Feb 26 | 7:10pm
Harkins 2

Thu, Feb 28 | 10am
Mary D. Fisher

Total Running Time: 1:31



Moving Stories
USA, India, Iraq, Romania, South Korea | 2018
84 min • Documentary Feature

Director: Rob Fruchtman
Producers: Cornelia Ravenal, Wendy Sax, Mikael
Sodersten

"Moving Stories" is about six dancers from the ac-
claimed Battery Dance Company who travel the
world, working with youth who’ve experienced
war, poverty, prejudice, sexual exploitation, and se-
vere trauma as refugees.

The film follows them to India, where they work
with girls rescued from sex trafficking and gender
violence; to Romania, with Roma (gypsy) kids from
one of Europe's worst slums; to South Korea, with
young North Koreans who risked their lives to es-
cape; and to Iraq, where they work with a gifted
young Muslim dancer, fighting to survive. Incredi-
bly, they have just one week to teach the tools of
choreography and collaboration to kids who may be
enemies, who may have been abused, who may be
suspicious and fearful, so that they can create
dances to perform for their communities.

As they struggle to break through, the dancer-
teachers confront their own frustrations. Yet their
students respond in extraordinary ways; and as
they prepare to perform in public in what seems an
impossibly short time, both students and teachers
experience surprising transformations, unlocking
feelings and stories in wellsprings of creativity.

Preceded by:

Flow
Canada | 2018 | 6 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Veronika Kurz
Producers: Veronika Kurz, Zlatina Pacheva, Patti Poskitt
Cast: Livona Ellis

An injured dancer comes to terms with her new re-
ality with help from a vision of her former self.

Thu, Feb 28 | 4pm
Mary D. Fisher

Sat, Mar 2 | 10:20am
Harkins 6

Total Running Time: 1:30

My Music
USA | 2018 | 75 min • Narrative Feature

Director/Producer/Writer: Kenneth Jones
Cast: Eunice Saunders, Nia Jamison Sissle, Dee 
Selmore

Magically transformed by her music, yet tested by
her aunts Alzheimer’s, their love endures.

Through this entertaining, touching and exciting
story of Ruth and Inez, I know we are helping care-
givers whose loved ones are touched by
Alzheimer’s and dementia. The unique creative
style used for the movie is helping us toward our
goal to create a worldwide conversation about this
incurable and deadly disease that entraps thoughts
and tortures the feelings of caregivers.

Preceded by:

Prodigy
Ireland | 2018 | 25 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Naomi Sheridan
Producer: Roisin Kearney
Cast: John O'Conor, Joe O'Grady

A young boy, Gabe, begins to suspect his new
neighbor is not who he claims to be, but is instead a
world famous pianist who has been missing for over
twenty years.

Thu, Feb 28 | 10:15am
Harkins 5

Sat, Mar 2 | 4:10pm
Harkins 2

Total Running Time: 1:40

Muhi — 
Generally, Temporary
Israel, Germany | 2017 | 86 min
Documentary Feature

Directors: Rina Castelnuovo, Tamir Elterman
Producers: Hilla Medalia, Medalia Productions

The words “Israeli-Palestinian conflict” are often
wielded broadly, in ways that ignore its impact on
daily lives. Anyone unfamiliar with the results of
this division on a human level would benefit from
watching “Muhi: Generally, Temporary,” a powerful
look at a young child trapped between two sides of
a battle that has nothing to do with him.

Jerusalem-based journalists Rina Castelnuovo-
Hollander and Tamir Elterman direct this engaging
portrait of Muhi, who was rushed to an Israeli hospi-
tal in his infancy, where his limbs were amputated
as a result of an infection. Then he was stuck there,
alongside his doting grandfather Abu Naim, as both
wound up trapped in an immigration limbo that
made it impossible for them to leave. With Muhi’s
citizenship unclear, and Abu Naim denied a work
permit or visa, the pair reside solely within the con-
straints of the hospital walls. “Muhi” focuses on the
progress of the energetic child as he bounds
through the hallways of the hospital, his cherubic
face and jubilant attitude belying the sad backdrop. 

Preceded by:

The Outsider
USA | 2017 | 18 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Scott Takeda
Executive Producer: Jane Sasaki
Producers: Scott Takeda, Lori Allred, Brock Sherman
Cast: Kate Cook, Scott Takeda, Mike Ostroski, 
Kristen Rakes, Tomiko Takeda, Catherine McGuire

The black sheep in her own family, a young woman
excitedly hopes meeting her boyfriend’s family will
fill her need to belong. Then she learns there are
100-plus relatives and confusing cultural traditions.

Wed, Feb 27 | 4:10pm
Harkins 2

Sat, Mar 2 | 1:20pm
Harkins 6

Total Running Time: 1:44



Nigerian Prince
USA | 2018 | 104 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Faraday Okoro
Producers: Oscar Hernanadez, Faraday Okoro, Bose
Oshin
Writers: Faraday Okoro, Andrew Long
Cast: Antonio J. Bell, Chinaza Uche, Tina Mba, Ebbe
Bassey

"Nigerian Prince" follows two characters; Eze, a
stubborn, first-generation Nigerian-American
teenager and his cousin, Pius, who is a desperate
Nigerian Prince scammer.

After Eze’s mother sends him to Nigeria against his
will, Eze retaliates by teaming up with Pius to scam
unsuspecting foreigners in order to earn money for
a return ticket back to America.

Mon, Feb 25 | 4:10pm
Harkins 2

Sat, Mar 2 | 10:15am
Harkins 5

Total Running Time: 1:44

Non-Fiction
France | 2018 | 106 min • Narrative Feature

Director/Writer: Olivier Assayas
Producer: Charles Gillibert
Cast: Juliette Binoche, Guillaume Canet, Vincent
Macaigne, Christa Theret, Nora Hamzawi, Pascal
Greggory

Juliette Binoche and Guillaume Canet reunite with
acclaimed director Olivier Assayas for this wry, slyly
seductive tale of sex, lies, and literature. Set amidst
the bohemian intelligentsia of the Parisian publish-
ing world, "Non-Fiction" traces the romantic and
emotional fallout that results when a controversial
writer (Vincent Macaigne) begins blurring the line
between fact and fiction, using his real-life love af-
fairs — including a passionate fling with an actress
(Binoche) who happens to be married to his editor
(Canet ) — as fodder for his explosive new novel. 

Balancing dry wit with keen observations on the
tensions between art, commerce, and technology,
"Non-Fiction" is a buoyant, breezy delight from a
master director at his most effortlessly brilliant.

Wed, Feb 27 | 1pm
Mary D. Fisher

Fri, Mar 1 | 4pm
Mary D. Fisher

Total Running Time: 1:46

Oscars on the Rocks
Enjoy Tinseltown's brightest stars on Hollywood's
biggest night LIVE — right here in Sedona on Sun-
day, February 24! Join in the fun and festivities at
"Oscars on the Rocks", the official spot to catch the
Academy Awards on the big screen. You will feel
like you are right in the midst of the Oscar action —
showing at TWO festival locations: the Mary D.
Fisher Theatre and Harkins Theatres. Roll out the
red carpet, make your Oscar picks and join your fel-
low movie-lovers for a night out on the town!

Sun, Feb 24 | 6:30pm
Mary D. Fisher

Sun, Feb 24 | 6:30pm
Harkins 1

Total Running Time: 3:30

No Date, No Signature
Iran | 2017 | 104 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Vahid Jalilvand
Producers: Ehsan Alikhani, Ali Jalilvand
Writers: Vahid Jalilvand, Ali Zarnegar
Cast: Amir Aghaee, Zakieh Behbahani, Navid 
Mohammadzadeh

A seemingly minor traffic collision has far-reaching
consequences in this story of a well-meaning med-
ical examiner haunted by the death of a child he
might have prevented. 

The forensic pathologist Dr. Nariman has a car acci-
dent with a motorcyclist and injures the cyclist's 8-
year-old son. He offers to take the child to a clinic
nearby, but the father refuses his help and money.
The next morning, in the hospital where he works,
Dr. Nariman finds out that the little boy has been
brought for an autopsy after a suspicious death. Dr.
Nariman is facing a dilemma: is he responsible for
the child's death due to the car accident or the child
died of food poisoning according to other doctors'
diagnosis?

As the story unfolds, his fate becomes inextricably
bound up with that of the grieving family. 

In only his second feature, Vahid Jalilvand coaxes
brilliantly understated performances from a superb
cast for this compelling, considered meditation on
guilt and grief.

Mon, Feb 25 | 4pm
Harkins 1

Sun, Mar 3 | 10:10am
Harkins 2

Total Running Time: 1:44



Promise at Dawn
France | 2017 | 131 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Eric Barbier
Producers: Eric Jehelmann, Philippe Rousselet,
Jerome Seydoux
Writers: Eric Barbier, Marie Eynard, Romain Gary
(novel)
Cast: Charlotte Gainsbourg, Pierre Niney

"Promise at Dawn" is based on the acclaimed auto-
biographical novel by Romain Gary

From his childhood in Poland to his adolescence in
Nice to his years as a student in Paris and his tough
training as a pilot during World War II, this epic
drama tells the romantic story of Romain Gary, one
of the most famous French novelists and sole writer
to have won the Goncourt Prize for French litera-
ture two times.

Sun, Feb 24 | 10:10am
Harkins 2

Sun, Mar 3 | 7pm
Mary D. Fisher

Total Running Time: 2:11

The Push
USA | 2018 | 90 min • Documentary Feature

Directors/Writers: Grant Korgan, Brian Niles
Producers: Jeffrey Allard, Geoff Callan, Tal Fletcher,
Grant Korgan, Shawna Korgan

"The Push" is an inspirational documentary about
the power of never giving up.  Grant Korgan is a
world-class adventurer, nano-mechanics profes-
sional, and husband. On March 5, 2010, while film-
ing a snowmobiling segment in the Sierra Nevada
back country, the Lake Tahoe native burst-fractured
his L1 vertebrae, and suddenly added the world of
spinal cord injury recovery to his list of pursuits. 

On January 17, 2012, along with two seasoned ex-
plorers, Grant attempted the insurmountable, and
became the first spinal cord injured athlete to liter-
ally PUSH himself — nearly 100 miles (the final de-
gree of latitude) to the most inhospitable place on
the planet — the bottom of the globe, the geo-
graphic South Pole. With this inspirational docu-
mentary, The Push team hopes to inspire people in
all walks of life to achieve the seemingly insur-
mountable in their life, to push their own everyday
limits, and to live their ultimate potential.

Sat, Feb 23 | 1pm
Mary D. Fisher

Mon, Feb 25 | 10am
Harkins 1

Total Running Time: 1:30

Prosecuting Evil
Canada | 2018 | 83 min • Documentary Feature

Director/Producer/Writer: Barry Avrich

Barry Avrich’s gripping new documentary tells the
fascinating story of Ben Ferencz — the last surviving
Nuremberg prosecutor and lifelong advocate of
“law not war.” 

After witnessing Nazi concentration camps shortly
after liberation, Ferencz became lead prosecutor in
the Einsatzgruppen case at Nuremberg, which has
been called the biggest murder trial in history. He
was 27 years old and it was his first trial. All 22 Nazi
officials tried for murdering over a million people
were convicted. Ferencz went on to advocate for
restitution for Jewish victims of the Holocaust and
later for the establishment of the International
Criminal Court. His fight for justice for victims of
atrocity crimes continues today.

Preceded by:

Being 97
USA | 2018 | 18 min • Documentary Short

Director: Andrew Hasse
Producers: Andrew Hasse, Megan Brooks

As a 97-year-old philosopher faces the end of his
life, he discovers that much of his thinking about
meaning and mortality might be wrong.

Dr. Herbert Fingarette is a philosopher who's tack-
led many topics: Confucius, psychoanalysis, alco-
holism, self deception, responsibility, death. In each
case, he thought he'd 'solved the problem'. Now,
he's grappling with a question that can't be an-
swered: what is the meaning of life in the shadow
of impending death?

Sun, Feb 24 | 4:15pm
Harkins 5

Wed, Feb 27 | 7:20pm
Harkins 6

Total Running Time: 1:41



Return of the Hero
France | 2018 | 90 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Laurent Tirard
Producers: JD Productions, Les Films Sur Mesure
Writers: Laurent Tirard, Grégoire Vigneron
Cast: Jean Dujardin, Mélanie Laurent

France 1809. The charming Captain Neuville is set
to marry the naïve Pauline when the war breaks
out, forcing Neuville to depart for the battlefield.
After not hearing from the captain for months,
Pauline soon starts to become ill with worry, push-
ing her sister Elizabeth to write fake letters on be-
half of Neuville thinking he would never come back.

When Neuville finally returns home unexpectedly,
he is welcomed in glory but in truth is a war de-
serter and an opportunistic coward. A suspicious
Elizabeth is determined to expose the real Neuville
and the two imposters are about to start a ruthless
fight, conspiring against each other using the best
tricks they can find.

Preceded by:

Baggage
USA | 2018 | 13 min • Narrative Short

Director: Amos Vernon
Producers: Amos Vernon, Katie Curri, Allison
Spence Brown
Cast: Allison Spence Brown, Amos Vernon, Zachary
Broussard, Nunzio Randazzo, Kunal Dudheker, 
Camron Jones, Julie Brister, Teresa Lee, Isabel
Beatty, Gregory Wallace

Maddie has bad luck with men — probably because
she’s constantly followed by a gaggle of ex-
boyfriends that only she can see. This surreal
comedic short explores the difficulty of living in the
present when baggage from the past is still running
the show.

Wed, Feb 27 | 4:15pm
Sedona Performing Arts Center

Total Running Time: 1:43

Room for Rent
USA | 2018 | 81 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Tommy Stovall
Producers: Marc Sterling, Tommy Stovall, Lin Shaye
(co-producer)
Writer: Stuart Flack
Featuring: Lin Shaye, Oliver Rayon, Valeska Miller,
Ryan Ochoa, Linda Cushma

After her husband is killed in an accident, lonely Joyce
finds herself destitute and facing an uncertain future.
In an effort to make easy money, she turns her house
into a Bed & Breakfast, exposing herself to people
from an outside world and giving herself a new lease
on life.  She meets mysterious drifter Bob and takes
him in as a long-term tenant.  Captivated by his allur-
ing bad boy image, Joyce becomes obsessed with her
younger guest, making him the unwitting object of
her deepest romantic fantasies.  When a friend’s be-
trayal causes Joyce’s fantasy world to come crashing
down, she seizes control of her own destiny with a
deadly mission to finally get what she deserves, put-
ting those around her in danger.

Local filmmakers Tommy Stovall and Marc Sterling
will open the 2019 Sedona International Film Festi-
val with the world premiere of their latest film
"Room for Rent", shot entirely in Sedona. This is
their fourth film to screen at the festival.  

Preceded by:

Resurrecting the Chapel
USA | 2018 | 15 min • Documentary Short

Directors: Sam Worseldine, James Lang
Producer: Rev. Kieran Kleczewski

Since 1956, the Chapel of the Holy Cross in Sedona
has touched millions of visitors with its majesty. In
the late 1970’s a controversial sculpture of Christ
(known as the “Atomic Christ”) was taken down
from the Chapel, destroyed, and scattered across
the Mojave Desert. Now, decades later, a new
sculpture has taken its place. Commissioned by Rev.
Kieran Kleczewski and created by world renowned
sculptor James Muir, the new corpus has, in a
sense, resurrected the Chapel, marking a new era
for one of Sedona’s most beloved sites.

Sat, Feb 23 | 7pm
Sedona Performing Arts Center

Total Running Time: 1:36

Reversing Roe
USA | 2018 | 99 min • Documentary Feature

Directors: Ricki Stern, Anne Sundberg
Producers: Keli Goff, Anne Sundberg

"Reversing Roe" is a deep historical look at one of
the most controversial issues of our time, highlight-
ing the abortion debate from various points along
the ideological spectrum in a winding story of abor-
tion in America.

The Supreme Court declared abortion legal 45 years
ago in Roe v. Wade, and the ruling has been under
siege nearly as long. As Sedona Film Festival 
alumnae Ricki Stern and Anne Sundberg chronicle
in "Reversing Roe", over the decades legal chal-
lenges and restrictions have chipped away at
women’s access to abortion, and the issue itself has
become a hugely effective political tool. Those are
the main, if unsurprising, take-aways from this
solid, straightforward history of abortion rights in
America.

Many documentaries about abortion rely on emo-
tional, first-hand stories from women who have
chosen, or been denied the choice, to end a preg-
nancy. "Reversing Roe" takes a more cerebral ap-
proach, using news footage and current interviews
on both sides of the divide to try to illuminate the
subject. Although the film makes no eye-opening
revelations, it slowly gains power by conveying the
weight of history that has led to the present mo-
ment, with abortion rights hanging in the balance of
the Supreme Court.

Fri, Mar 1 | 10am
Harkins 1

Sat, Mar 2 | 4pm
Mary D. Fisher

Total Running Time: 1:39



School of Life
France | 2017 | 116 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Nicolas Vanier
Producers: Radar Films, Studio Canal, France 2 
Cinema
Writers: Jerome Tonnerre, Nicolas Vanier
Cast: François Cluzet, Eric Elmosnino, Valerie
Karsenti, François Berléand, Jean Scandel

Paris 1930. Paul has only ever had one and the
same horizon: the high walls of the orphanage, an
austere building in the Parisian working class sub-
urbs. Entrusted to a joyful country woman, 
Célestine, and her husband, Borel, the rather stiff
gamekeeper of a vast estate in Sologne, the city
child, recalcitrant and stubborn, arrives in a myste-
rious and disturbing world, that of a soverign and
wild region.

The huge forest, misty ponds, heaths, and fields all
belong to the Count de la Fresnaye, an elderly taci-
turn man who lives alone in his manor. The Count
tolerates poachers on his estate, but Borel relent-
lessly hunts them down, most especially, Totoche,
the most wily and elusive among them.

In the heart of a fairytale Sologne, alongside 
Totoche, Paul will learn about life, and also about
the forest and its secrets. An even heavier secret
weighs down the estate, because Paul has not hap-
pened to come there by accident.

Sun, Feb 24 | 1pm
Sedona Performing Arts Center

Total Running Time: 1:56

The Serengeti Rules
United Kingdom/USA | 2018 | 85 min
Documentary Feature

Director/Writer: Nicolas Brown
Producers: David Allen, Sarah Cooper, Joe Loncraine,
Catherine Watling

Academy Award-winning Passion Pictures and
HHMI Tangled Bank Studios present one of the
most important but untold science stories of our
time — a tale with profound implications for the
fate of life on our planet.

Beginning in the 1960s, a small band of young sci-
entists headed out into the wilderness, driven by an
insatiable curiosity about how nature works. Im-
mersed in some of the most remote and spectacu-
lar places on Earth — from the majestic Serengeti
to the Amazon jungle; from the Arctic Ocean to Pa-
cific tide pools — they discovered a single set of
rules that govern all life.

Now in the twilight of their eminent careers, these
five unsung heroes of modern ecology share the
stories of their adventures, reveal how their pio-
neering work flipped our view of nature on its head,
and give us a chance to re-imagine the world as it
could and should be.

Sat, Feb 23 | 7pm
Mary D. Fisher

Tue, Feb 26 | 10:20am
Harkins 6

Total Running Time: 1:25

Science Fair
USA | 2018 | 90 min • Documentary Feature

Directors: Cristina Costantini, Darren Foster
Producers: Cristina Costantini, Darren Foster, Jeff
Plunkett

Hailed by critics as "immensely likeable," "brilliant
and quirky" and an "ode to the teenage science
geeks on who our future depends," and winner of
the audience award at Sundance and SXSW, Na-
tional Geographic Documentary Films' "Science
Fair" follows nine high school students from around
the globe as they navigate rivalries, setbacks and, of
course, hormones, on their journey to compete at
The International Science and Engineering Fair. 

As 1,700 of the smartest, quirkiest teens from 78
different countries face off, only one will be named
Best in Fair. The film offers a front seat to the victo-
ries, defeats and motivations of an incredible group
of young men and women who are on a path to
change their lives, and the world, through science.

Preceded by:

Getting To Carnegie
USA | 2018 | 18 min • Documentary Short

Director/Writer: Julian Gargiulo
Producers: Julian Gargiulo, Sofia Theofilaktidis
Cast: Julian Gargiulo, Anita Balázs, Jacques-Pierre
Malan, Chae won Hong, Anna Litvinenko, Fred
Bronstein, Honggong Li

“Getting to Carnegie” is a short documentary meant
to raise more questions than it answers. At its heart
is the question: “What is it that ever pushes you to
do something important?” It is also the story of
four superb young cellists, competing in a one-of-a-
kind competition, and of the cello sonata they are
premiering in a contest created by Steinway Artist,
Julian Gargiulo, whose unconventional and interac-
tive approach to classical music is bringing a whole
new audience into today's concert halls. 

Tue, Feb 26 | 10am
Harkins 1

Fri, Mar 1 | 1:20pm
Harkins 6

Total Running Time: 1:48



Tell It to the Bees
United Kingdom | 2018 | 106 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Annabel Jankel
Producers: Daisy Allsop, Nick Hill, Annabel Jankel,
Nik Bower, Laure Vaysse
Writers: Henrietta Ashworth, Jessica Ashworth,
Fiona Shaw (novel)
Cast: Anna Paquin, Holliday Grainger, Gregor
Selkirk, Kate Dickie

Dr. Jean Markham (Anna Paquin) returns to the
town she left as a teenager to take over her late fa-
ther's medical practice. When a school-yard scuffle
lands Charlie (Gregor Selkirk) in her surgery, she in-
vites him to visit the hives in her garden and tell his
secrets to the bees, as she once did. The new
friendship between the boy and the beekeeper
bring his mother Lydia (Holliday Grainger) into
Jean's world. 

In the sanctuary of the doctor's house, the two
women find themselves drawn to one another in a
way that Jean recognizes and fears, and Lydia could
never have expected. But, in 1950's small-town
Britain, their new secret can't stay hidden forever.

Mon, Feb 25 | 7:15pm
Sedona Performing Arts Center

Total Running Time: 1:46

A Thousand Miles Behind
USA | 2018 | 81 min • Narrative Feature

Director/Producer/Writer: Nathan Wetherington
Executive Producers: Nathan Wetherington, 
Caroline Diani
Cast: Jeffrey Doornbos, Vanessa Christelle, Bre
Blair, Greg Evigan, Payton Lilee Glagow

After losing his wife and daughter in a terrible acci-
dent, Preston Avery finds himself suddenly trapped in
grief and isolated in a now empty house with nothing
but the ghosts of his previous life to haunt him. 

As the days bleed together and the walls of the
house slowly close in around him, all hope seems to
be lost until a motorcycle mysteriously appears one
morning on his doorstep, but will he be able to
leave the past behind? 

Unable to exist in his present state a minute longer,
Preston eventually turns to the motorcycle in a final
act of desperation and sets out on his own to wan-
der the highways and bi-ways of the backcountry as
he makes his way across California. Along the road,
Preston eventually meets a young woman named
Tracey, who is finally able to intuitively break
through his fog of grief just long enough to throw
him a lifeline back into the land of the living. 

Preceded by:

Pagg
USA | 2018 | 18 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Nardeep Khurmi
Producers: Nardeep Khurmi, Sachin Bhatt, Patrick
Boylan
Cast: Nardeep Khurmi, Nicole Pacent, Ryder 
Choudhury, Rob Figueroa

When a hate crime clouds the 4th of July, 
Mandeep, a Sikh-American, attempts to celebrate
the holiday with his family.

Wed, Feb 27 | 10:10am
Harkins 2

Sat, Mar 2 | 7:10pm
Harkins 2

Total Running Time: 1:39

A Thousand Girls Like Me
Afghanistan | 2018 | 76 min • Documentary Feature

Director: Sahra Mani
Producers: Sahra Mani, Nicole Levigne, Khosraw
Mani, Martin Vidalenc
Writers: Sahra Mani, Giles Gardner

"A Thousand Girls Like Me" is an awe-inspiring
vérité documentary that tells the story of a young
Afghan woman’s brave fight to seek justice and pro-
tect her children after experiencing years of abuse
at the hands of her father.

Khatera Golzad’s father physically and sexually abused
her for more than thirteen years, and after several
aborted pregnancies, she gave birth to a daughter and
a son. Despite her many attempts to file charges, nei-
ther the Afghan police nor the legal system helped
her. In 2014, she appeared on national television to
publicly accuse her father, finally succeeding in bring-
ing her case to court despite threats from male rela-
tives and judges who labelled her a liar.

Shedding light on the broken Afghan judicial system
and the women it seldom protects, "A Thousand
Girls Like Me" is the story of one woman’s battle
against cultural, familial, and legal pressures as she
embarks on a mission to set a positive example for
her daughter and other girls like her. In a country
where the systematic abuse of girls is rarely dis-
cussed, Afghan filmmaker Sahra Mani’s film is ulti-
mately a story of bravery, love, hope and resilience.

Preceded by:

Jacob's Kiss
USA | 2018 | 13 min • Narrative Short

Director: Michael Figari
Cast: Tom Williamson, Emily Killian

On his wedding night, a young groom experiences
flashbacks to his childhood sexual abuse as he pre-
pares to be physically intimate with his bride for the
first time.

Wed, Feb 27 | 1:15pm
Harkins 5

Fri, Mar 1 | 7:20pm
Harkins 6

Total Running Time: 1:29



To Dust
USA | 2018 | 105 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Shawn Snyder
Producers: Emily Mortimer, Ron Perlman, Josh
Crook, Scott Floyd Lochmus, Alessandro Nivola
Writers: Jason Begue, Shawn Snyder
Cast: Matthew Broderick, Géza Röhrig

Grieving the recent death of his wife, Shmuel (Géza
Rohrïg), decides that, in order to move on, he must un-
derstand the science behind the decomposition process
of his wife’s body — despite the blasphemy inherent in
any scientific inquiry. To assist his sinful pursuit, he
seeks out Albert (Matthew Broderick), a community-
college biology professor who Shmuel enlists to teach
informal science lessons. These soon grow to include
homemade experiments and a road trip to a body farm,
and, as their macabre misadventures and unlikely
friendship grow ever more peculiar, the odd couple
prove they will stop at nothing to satiate their curiosity
and, ultimately find Shmuel the peace he seeks.

Tue, Feb 26 | 4:15pm
Sedona Performing Arts Center

Total Running Time: 1:45

Ode to Joy
USA | 2019 | 90 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Jason Winer
Producers: Mike Falbo, Ira Glass, Michael Lasker
Writer: Peter Teschner
Cast: Martin Freeman, Morena Baccarin, Melissa
Rauch, Jake Lacy, Jane Curtin

How does a man who is — literally — paralyzed by hap-
piness find love? Thanks to a condition called cataplexy
— a rare disorder that causes him to lose control of his
muscles whenever he is overcome by strong emotion,
particularly joy — Brooklyn librarian Charlie (Martin
Freeman) has learned to carefully edit all delight-trigger-
ing people, places, and events out of his life. Family
weddings, cute babies, adorable puppies, and, yes, ro-
mance are all fraught with peril in Charlie’s carefully
managed world. But when the beautiful, spontaneous
Francesca (Morena Baccarin) falls for him, the risk-
averse Charlie finds himself at a crossroads: suppress his
feelings of attraction, or take a chance and let love in?

Tue, Feb 26 | 7:15pm
Sedona Performing Arts Center

Total Running Time: 1:30

Toxic Puzzle: 
Hunt for the Hidden Killer
Sweden, USA | 2017 | 83 min • Documentary Feature

Director/Writer: Bo Landin
Producers: Bo Landin, Marianne Landin
Featuring: Harrison Ford (narrator)

Dying from diseases like ALS and Alzheimer’s is a
tormenting process. The illnesses are on the in-
crease and scientists believe an environmental
toxin is to blame. 

Ellie O’Connell has ALS. She becomes the inspira-
tion that informs scientist Paul Cox in his quest to
find a cure. This is a medical and environmental de-
tective story where documentary filmmaker Bo
Landin follows Cox and his team around the world
in a hunt for the hidden killer. The pieces come to-
gether in a toxic puzzle where cyanobacteria in our
waters becomes the culprit. Are these organisms,
fed by human pollution and climate change, staging
nature’s revenge by claiming human lives? 

This is a story about hope. One by one the puzzle
pieces fall into place. Science has opened up doors
to a future which is both threatening and yet prom-
ising. Their work has created hope for ALS patients
and their families. 

Preceded by:

Grateful
USA | 2018 | 18 min • Documentary Short

Director/Writer: Paul W. Nethercott
Producers: Amy Pauszek, Paul W Nethercott
Cast: Jenni Berebitsky

"Grateful" is an inspiring story about a courageous
young woman with ALS. This is a story that warms
the heart and shows us how to live an engaging,
productive, and meaningful life.

Tue, Feb 26 | 4pm
Harkins 1

Fri, Mar 1 | 10am
Mary D. Fisher

Total Running Time: 1:41

The Tobacconist
Germany | 2018 | 108 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Nikolaus Leytner
Producers: Dieter Pochlatko, Jakob Pochlatko, Ralf
Zimmermann
Writers: Nikolaus Leytner, Klaus Richter, Robert
Seethaler (novel)
Cast: Simon Morzé, Bruno Ganz, Johannes Krisch

Based on the international bestseller by Robert
Seethaler and starring Bruno Ganz (“Downfall”,
“Wings of Desire”) as Sigmund Freud.

"The Tobacconist" is a tender, heart-breaking story
about one young man and his friendship with 
Sigmund Freud during the Nazi occupation of 
Vienna.

Seventeen-year-old Franz journeys to Vienna to 
apprentice at a tobacco shop. There he meets 
Sigmund Freud (Bruno Ganz), a regular customer,
and over time the two very different men form a
singular friendship. When Franz falls desperately in
love with the music-hall dancer Anezka, he seeks
advice from the renowned psychoanalyst, who ad-
mits that the female sex is as big a mystery to him
as it is to Franz. As political and social conditions in
Austria dramatically worsen with the Nazis' arrival
in Vienna, Franz, Freud, and Anezka are swept into
the maelstrom of events. Each has a big decision to
make: to stay or to flee?

Sun, Feb 24 | 4pm
Sedona Performing Arts Center

Total Running Time: 1:48



Union
USA | 2018 | 120 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Whitey Hamilton
Producers: Whitney Hamilton, Patrick Sullivan
Writer: Whitney Hamilton
Cast: Whitney Hamilton, Virginia Newcomb, 
Benjamin Keepers, Carron Clark, Vinston Rickman,
Tucker Meek, Susan McCain, Meg Deusner

A woman disguises herself as her dead brother,
Henry, in order to survive in the Confederate ranks
during the Civil War. With the help of Indians hiding
in the mountains 'Henry' is reunited with the
widow, Virginia, who saved his life at the battle of
Antietam and marries her to rescue Virginia from
an unfortunate arranged betrothal. They keep each
others secrets and forge an unusual family. It is the
alchemy of gratitude.

Mon, Feb 25 | 7:10pm
Harkins 2

Fri, Mar 1 | 10:10am
Harkins 2

Total Running Time: 2:00

Wajd — 
Songs of Separation
Canada | 2018 | 87 min • Documentary Feature

Director: Amar Chebib
Producers: Lindsey Ridgway, Amar Chebib, Dima
Alansari

Inspired by the traditional sacred music of Syria,
filmmaker Amar Chebib traveled to Damascus and
Aleppo in 2010. Six months later the revolution
began, escalating into a bloody civil war and the
largest humanitarian crisis of our time. Touched by
the harrowing experiences of the friends he made,
Wajd transformed into the stories of three musi-
cians turned refugees. Over five years, we witness
the struggles of Ibrahim, Abdulwahed, and Mo-
hamed as they face their traumatic past. Forced to
rebuild their lives in exile, they turn to their love of
music to help them find meaning in the aftermath
of destruction and atrocity. Intimate footage of
their daily lives weaves together with bittersweet
musical performances, extremely rare Sufi cere-
monies, and poetic imagery of a pre-war Syria that
no longer exists. What unfolds is a cinematic medi-
tation on loss, yearning, and faith.

Preceded by:

Pizza, Democracy 
& the Little Prince
United Kingdom | 2018 | 10 min
Documentary Short

Directors: Alessandro Leonardi, Elena Horn
Producers: Alevtina Nepomniatchtchikh, Andras 
Kapuvari

International students agreed to be interviewed by
Syrian children who are currently seeking refuge in
Istanbul. "Pizza, Democracy & the Little Prince"
aims to challenge the dangerous and common con-
ception that refugees have nothing in common with
people in prosperous western societies. 

Sun, Feb 24 | 4pm
Mary D. Fisher

Thu, Feb 28 | 10am
Harkins 1

Total Running Time: 1:37

The Valley
USA | 2018 | 74 min • Documentary Feature

Director: Bryan Reinhart
Producer: Ron Melmon
Cast: Art Goodtimes, Jane Hickcox, Hilary White,
Joan May

Ever since its transformation from an over-the-hill
mining town to a world class ski resort, Telluride
has been a diverse mix of ski bums, trust funders,
back-to-the-land hippies, liberal second-home own-
ers, urban dropouts and savvy business entrepre-
neurs. But the one thing they all agreed upon was
that they weren’t going to let developers run the
show.  So when a multinational corporation pro-
posed an Aspen-style development of trophy
homes on the 600 acre gateway to Telluride’s box
canyon, the citizens of Telluride said NO.  

"The Valley" is their story — an eclectic commu-
nity’s monumental challenge to raise $50 million
dollars in three months to purchase the Valley Floor
and pull off an environmental triumph.

Preceded by:

Shinrin-Yoku (Forest Bathing)
USA | 2018 | 7 min • Documentary Short

Director: Mark Knight
Producer: Jim Wilmer

Forest bathing is the practice of taking a short,
leisurely visit to a forest for health benefits. The
practice originated in Japan where it is called shin-
rin-yoku.

The practice is proven by scientists to benefit physi-
cal as well as mental health as it helps to lower
heart rate, blood pressure, reduce stress hormone
production, boost immunity and mood and improve
overall feelings of well-being.

Wed, Feb 27 | 7pm
Mary D. Fisher

Sat, Mar 2 | 4pm
Harkins 1

Total Running Time: 1:21



Wake.
USA | 2018 | 96 min • Narrative Feature

Director/Producer: Cyrus Mirakhor
Writer: Carey Crim
Cast: Jo Koy, James Denton, Myndy Crist, Paige
Searcy, Caroline Lagerfelt

A widowed mortician, struggling with agoraphobia,
is given a birthday gift from her mother and daugh-
ter as a joke. 

Molly Harrison is not exactly a “regular” mom. And
that’s not just because she’s a mortician. She hasn’t
left the house since her husband Peter died three
years ago of a freak accident on her birthday. Now
on Molly’s fortieth birthday, her daughter Sam and
mother Ivy present her with tickets to Moscow hop-
ing a trip just might finally be the thing to help get
her out of the house. But the tickets come with a
catch — a gag gift of a life-sized doll named Pedro. 

Pedro quickly goes from funny to fantastical, con-
founding Molly’s attempts to go outside, straining
her ties with her family, and threatening her bud-
ding relationship with a kind but lonely documen-
tary filmmaker named Joe.

Preceded by:

Rose Colored Glasses
USA | 2018 | 7 min • Narrative Short

Director: James Ford-Hutchinson
Producers: James Ford-Hutchinson, Laura Meyers
Writer: Jon Goode
Cast: Sedonia Monet, Leonard Butler

A daughter believes what she sees while her father
sees what he believes.

Mon, Feb 25 | 7:20pm
Harkins 6

Fri, Mar 1 | 1:10pm
Harkins 2

Total Running Time: 1:43

Windows on the World
USA | 2018 | 105 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Michael Olmos
Executive Producers: Edward James Olmos, Mary
Miner, Nicola Miner
Producers: Robert Mailer Anderson, Vicangelo 
Bulluck
Writer: Robert Mailer Anderson
Cast: Ryan Guzman, Edward James Olmos, Glynn
Turman, Chelsea Gilligan

An immigrant’s son takes an epic journey from
Mexico to New York City as he searches for his fa-
ther who was an undocumented worker in the
World Trade Center, and has disappeared after
9/11.

On the morning of September 11, 2001, Fernando
and his family in Mexico watch the news in horror
as the Twin Towers collapse. His father, Balthazar,
is an undocumented busboy on the top floor in the
Windows on the World restaurant. Three weeks
pass, and there is no word from Balthazar. No tele-
phone calls, money orders, or hope that he is alive.
As the family grieves, feeling the emotional and fi-
nancial toll of their absent patriarch, Fernando’s
distraught mother swears she sees her husband on
news footage – escaping from the building ALIVE! 

Heroic Fernando decides to take the epic journey
from Mexico to New York City to find his father and
save his family. Along the way, he finds love and be-
friends an eclectic group of international characters
that help him restore his faith in humanity, as Fer-
nando discovers the hard truths about his father,
the melting pot of America, and the immigrant ex-
perience.

Sun, Feb 24 | 1pm
Mary D. Fisher

Tue, Feb 26 | 4pm
Mary D. Fisher

Total Running Time: 1:45

Who Killed Lt. Van Dorn?
USA | 2018 | 80 min • Documentary Feature

Director: Zachary Stauffer

Lt. Wes Van Dorn, a 29-year-old United States Naval
Academy graduate and the married father of two
young sons, died when the helicopter he was pilot-
ing crashed off the coast of Virginia during a 2014
training exercise. Motivated by her grief, his wife
Nicole sought an explanation for the cause of the
disaster. Her efforts spurred an investigation that
uncovered a long history of negligence and institu-
tional failings around the 53E helicopter—the
model Van Dorn was piloting when he was killed,
and the deadliest aircraft in the US military. 

Through incisive reporting and interviews with Van
Dorn’s colleagues and family, "Who Killed Lt. Van
Dorn?" is at once a poignant picture of one family's
tragedy, as well as a revelatory inquiry into the
murky inner-workings of the American defense es-
tablishment.

Preceded by:

Circle Up
USA | 2018 | 15 min • Documentary Short

Director/Producer: Julie Mallozzi

Two mothers of murdered sons transform their
devastating loss into healing for themselves, their
families, and their community. One of the mothers,
Janet Connors, offers forgiveness to the men re-
sponsible in exchange for their personal accounta-
bility. Together, these courageous mothers and one
of the murderers work to guide a group of trauma-
tized young high school students away from re-
venge violence through a series of transformative
and heartrending restorative justice circles. 

"Circle Up" is a call to action for reframing ap-
proaches to crime and punishment through the lens
of restorative justice, forgiveness, and accountability.

Tue, Feb 26 | 7pm
Mary D. Fisher

Fri, Mar 1 | 1:15pm
Harkins 5

Total Running Time: 1:35



Woman at War
Iceland, France, Ukraine | 2018 | 101 min
Narrative Feature

Director: Benedikt Erlingsson
Producers: Benedikt Erlingsson, Carine Leblanc,
Marianne Slot
Writers: Benedikt Erlingsson, Olafur Egilsson
Cast: Halldóra Geirharðsdóttir, Jóhann Sigurðarson

"Woman at War" was Iceland's official submission
to the Academy Awards for Best Foreign Language
Film.

Halla is a fifty-year-old independent woman. But
behind the scenes of a quiet routine, she leads a
double life as a passionate environmental activist.
Known to others only by her alias “The Woman of
the Mountain,” Halla secretly wages a one-woman-
war on the local aluminum industry. As Halla’s ac-
tions grow bolder, from petty vandalism to outright
industrial sabotage, she succeeds in pausing the ne-
gotiations between the Icelandic government and
the corporation building a new aluminum smelter. 

But right as she begins planning her biggest and
boldest operation yet, she receives an unexpected
letter that changes everything. Her application to
adopt a child has finally been accepted and there is
a little girl waiting for her in Ukraine. 

As Halla prepares to abandon her role as saboteur
and savior of the Highlands to fulfill her dream of
becoming a mother, she decides to plot one final
attack to deal the aluminum industry a crippling
blow.

Sat, Mar 2 | 10am
Sedona Performing Arts Center

Total Running Time: 1:41

You Go To My Head
Belgium | 2017 | 116 min • Narrative Feature

Director: Dimitri de Clercq
Producers: Dimitri de Clercq, Thomas Gottschall
Writers: Dimitri de Clercq, Pierre Bourdy, Rosemary
Ricchio
Cast: Delfine Bafort, Svetozar Cvetkovic, Arend
Pinoy

In a desolate stretch of the Sahara, a mysterious car
accident leaves a young woman lost and alone. 

Jake, a reclusive architect, finds her unconscious.
He drives her to the nearest doctor, to discover that
she's suffering from post-traumatic amnesia. 

Intoxicated by the woman’s beauty, Jake claims to
be her husband. He names her Kitty and takes her
to his remote desert home to recuperate. 

As Kitty struggles to come to grips with who she is,
Jake invents an elaborate life they can share – the
life he has always yearned for.

Tue, Feb 26 | 10:10am
Harkins 2

Fri, Mar 1 | 4:20pm
Harkins 6

Total Running Time: 1:56

Wyeth
USA | 2018 | 85 min • Documentary Feature

Director: Glenn Holsten
Producer: Chayne Gregg

The life of Andrew Wyeth in bold strokes.

"Wyeth" tells the story of one of America's most
popular, but least understood, artists. While his ex-
hibitions routinely broke attendance records, art
world critics continually assaulted his work.
Through unprecedented access to Wyeth family
members, archival materials, and his work, "Wyeth"
presents the most complete portrait of the artist
ever — bearing witness to a legacy just at the mo-
ment it is evolving.

"If somehow I can, before I leave this Earth, com-
bine my absolutely mad freedom and excitement
with truth, then I will have done something." 
— Andrew Wyeth

Preceded by:

Reverie
USA | 2018 | 12 min • Narrative Short

Director: Nick Markham
Producer: Hannah Riddle
Writers: Hannah Riddle, Nick Markham
Cast: Melina Chadbourne, Penelope Korff, Jessica
Eggleston

"Reverie" is a psychological drama about a woman
who reunites with her schizophrenic mother for the
first time after 10 years of separation, pain, and
unanswered questions.

Sun, Feb 24 | 1:15pm
Harkins 5

Wed, Feb 27 | 10am
Harkins 1

Total Running Time: 1:37



Reclamation: 
The Rise at Standing Rock
USA | 2018 | 23 min • Documentary Short

Director/Writer: Michele Noble
Producers: Michele Noble, Noah Wyle, Paul 
Alberghetti

In 2016 from the summer through the harsh winter
at Standing Rock, North Dakota, the youth of many
tribes unite the Native Nations for the first time in
150 years and rise up in spiritual solidarity to non-
violently fight for Unci Maka (Mother Earth) against
the 3.8 billion dollar Dakota Access Oil Pipeline
(DAPL). These young Native leaders known as water
protectors join together to honor their destiny as
they pray and protect Mother Earth by leading a
peaceful movement of resistance which awakens
the world.

Tracing Addai
Germany | 2018 | 30 min • Documentary Short

Director: Esther Niemeier
Producer: Britta Strampe
Writers: Esther Niemeier, Sarah-Christin Peter,
Britta Strampe
Cast: Kais Setti, Benito Bause

In his early twenties Addai leaves his entire life be-
hind and moves to Syria to help victims of the civil
war. At first he is assigned kitchen duty together
with Ilias. Addai writes to his mother: “Don’t worry
about me, I’m fine.” Two years later Addai’s mother
receives a letter from prison. Ilias has been sen-
tenced for terrorism by a German court. He wants
to meet her and writes: “One thing you have to be-
lieve me, we went there with good intentions.”

My Paintbrush Bites
USA | 2017 | 17 min • Documentary Short

Directors: Joel Pincosy, Joe Egender
Producers: Joe Egender, Joel Pincosy

A man battling reclusion and a racehorse on the
brink of death save each other in unexpected ways.

Mon, Feb 25 | 4:20pm
Harkins 6

Wed, Feb 27 | 7:15pm
Harkins 5

Total Running Time: 1:36

Child, Disrupted
USA | 2018 | 26 min • Documentary Short

Director/Producer/Writer: Krista Riihimaki

As a society, are we in danger of raising a 
generation of children disrupted by the overuse of
technology?

Through interviews with experts in the fields of
neuroscience, occupational therapy, addiction, psy-
chology, and sociology, we uncover the reality be-
hind fears about the effects of screen time on
children.

Documentary Shorts: REEL 1
The first of three special Documentary Shorts programs. No specific theme, just good documentary film making worth watching!



Period. End of Sentence.
USA | 2018 | 25 min • Documentary Short

Director/Producer: Rayka Zehtabchi

Nominated for the Academy Award for Best 
Documentary Short Film!

In a rural village outside Delhi, India, women lead a
quiet revolution. They fight against the deeply
rooted stigma of menstruation. “Period. End of Sen-
tence.” — a documentary short directed by Rayka
Zehtabchi — tells their story. For generations, these
women didn’t have access to pads, which lead to
health problems and girls missing school or drop-
ping out entirely. But when a sanitary pad machine
is installed in the village, the women learn to manu-
facture and market their own pads, empowering
the women of their community. They name their
brand “Fly,” because they want women “to soar.”
Their flight is, in part, enabled by the work of high
school girls half a world away, in California, who
raised the initial money for the machine and began
a non-profit called “The Pad Project.”

Fraser Syndrome & Me
USA | 2018 | 20 min • Documentary Short

Director: Kyle Anne Grendys

A documentary about a rare recessive gene disor-
der called Fraser Syndrome by a filmmaker living
with it.

Kyle Anne Grendys is only the 75th person to be
born with the rare, recessive gene disorder. Having
always felt alone in the world, she sets out on a
journey to find her community and finally meets
others just like her.

The Happiness Machine
USA | 2018 | 24 min • Documentary Short

Director/Producer: Rebecca B. Blumhagen

Carl grew up a sharecropper on 22 acres in rural
Iowa, which he now calls The Promised Land. A
philosopher, inventor, and farmer, he shares with
us the deeply intricate workings of his projects, (in-
cluding a full span bridge he built with his hands),
how they are connected to the land which was
given to him as a promise, and what he hopes to
pass on to his children as the gift of place.

Tue, Feb 26 | 7:15pm
Harkins 5

Thu, Feb 28 | 1:20pm
Harkins 6

Total Running Time: 1:36

The Gospel of Combat
USA | 2018 | 27 min • Documentary Short

Director/Producer: David Hutchinson

In a city scarred by tribal violence, a Kenyan Aikido
sensei struggles to overcome self-doubt while
teaching the martial art that changed his life.

"The Gospel of Combat" follows an East African
martial artist’s journey toward self-understanding
through Aikido and Karate. The film follows Bene-
dict “Sensei Ben” Kiyaga, a freelance martial arts in-
structor, as he ekes a living from a handful of
private classes. Along the way, Sensei Ben reflects
on the application of martial art as spiritual prac-
tice, and shares how it has helped him make sense
of his multicultural identity amid pervasive tribal
conflict.

Documentary Shorts: REEL 2
The second of three special Documentary Shorts programs. No specific theme, just good documentary film making worth watching!



America First: The Legacy 
of an Immigration Raid
USA | 2018 | 40 min • Documentary Short

Directors: Almudena Toral, Andrea Patiño Contreras

It’s been a decade since Postville, a small town in
Iowa, suffered the largest immigration raid at a
worksite in U.S. history: 389 immigrants were ar-
rested in the biggest kosher meatpacking plant in
the country. As Donald Trump revives some aspects
of George W. Bush’s immigration enforcement poli-
cies, the Postville experience sheds light on the im-
pact, efficiency and repercussions of massive
worksite raids.

Better Man
USA | 2018 | 15 min • Documentary Short

Director/Producer/Writer: Chris Stanford

A father, son relationship is tested after a rodeo 
injury leaves the young cowboy in a hopeless 
situation.

Wed, Feb 27 | 10:20am
Harkins 6

Fri, Mar 1 | 7:15pm
Harkins 5

Total Running Time: 1:34

The Girl and the Picture
USA | 2018 | 39 min • Documentary Short

Director/Writer: Vanessa Roth
Producers: Stephen D. Smith, Devorah Palladino,
Vanessa Roth

"The Girl and the Picture" is a story of loss, legacy,
and the power to change the future. It’s about fam-
ily and the memories we leave behind, a story that
began 80 years ago in 1937, when eight-year-old
Xia Shuqin witnessed the murder of her family in
the horror known as the Nanjing Massacre.

In just six weeks, 300,000 people were slaughtered
at the hands of Japanese soldiers – victims of mass
rape and murder. Xia Shuqin and her 4-year-old sis-
ter hid from the soldiers for ten long days, conceal-
ing themselves under the corpses of their parents
and siblings.

Documentary Shorts: REEL 3
The third of three special Documentary Shorts programs. No specific theme, just good documentary film making worth watching!



An Act of Terror
USA | 2017 | 17 min • Narrative Short

Director: Ashley Paige Brim
Producers: Ashley Paige Brim, Chris Riddle, 
Elizabeth A. Lyons
Writers: Ashley Paige Brim, Rachel Rush
Cast: Olivia Washington, Tonya Pinkins, Karen
Reynolds

The true story of Virginia Christian, a 16-year-old
African American girl accused of murder in the Jim
Crow South.

Cells
USA | 2017 | 12 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Raymond Wood
Producers: Randall Blizzard, Brook Todd
Cast: Mark Ashworth, Ben Owen

When a reputable doctor finds himself being held
captive by a group of masked intruders, he strug-
gles to understand their motives while being forced
to answer why billions of dollars go wasted each
year in the name of medical research.

Voice
Japan | 2017 | 10 min • Narrative Short

Director: Takeshi Kushida

A lonely man becomes fascinated with a shadow
that appears on his apartment's wall.

The Nine Billion 
Names of God
France | 2018 | 15 min • Narrative Short

Director: Dominique Filhol
Producers: Fatna Elaidi, Dominique Filhol, Virginie
Lancetti, Patrick Hernandez
Writers: Dominique Filhol, Arthur C. Clarke
Cast: Paul Bandey, Yves Yan, Rotem Jackman,
Lennard Ridsdale, Lama Gyurme

1957, New York. A Tibetan monk rents an auto-
matic sequence computer. The monks seek to list
all of the names of God. They hire two Westerners
to install and program the machine in Tibet. This
short film is based on the book by Arthur C. Clarke.

Vagabond
USA | 2018 | 15 min • Narrative Short

Director: Nicole Baer
Producers: Jenny Klein, Britt George, Michelle
Gorski
Writer: Jenny Klein
Cast: Britt George, Alaina Huffman, Dana Haas

What goes down must come up.

Wed, Feb 27 | 7pm
Harkins 1

Fri, Mar 1 | 1pm
Harkins 1

Total Running Time: 1:43

Giveaway
USA | 2018 | 7 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Selena Lane
Producer: Karina Rahardja
Cast: Jay Ellis, Julie Craig, Bobby Foley

A man officiates his friends' wedding while realizing
his feelings for the bride.

Idol
USA | 2018 | 8 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Lucas Tipton
Producers: Macy Kimpland, Lucas Tipton
Cast: Savannah LaBerge, Andrea Thomas, Zolton
Bonnenfant

Against her mother's wishes, a little girl sneaks out
to watch her idol on TV.

Lacrimosa
USA | 2018 | 19 min • Narrative Short

Director: Tanja Mairitsch

A young woman finds her lost lover in a world of
ever-changing surreal landscapes. But love, she dis-
covers, is more complicated than she imagines.

SHORTS PROGRAM 1: Screeners’ Choice
Telling a great story in 90 minutes is a challenge.  Telling a great story in under 20 minutes is an act of mastery.  After six
months of deliberation, after viewing over 600 short films, our screeners have chosen these treasures from among the
very best of the best. All are masterful works.



Elwood Takes a Lover
USA | 2018 | 17 min • Narrative Short

Director: John Palmer
Producers: Gracie Corapi, John Palmer
Writers: Youthana Yuos, John Palmer
Cast: Sarah Lilly, Warren Sweeney, Cesar Carmona,
Alex Egan

A dying woman suspects her husband is a closeted
homosexual and decides to track down the man she
thinks was his original love.

Homecoming
USA | 2018 | 7 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Jennifer Blair
Producers: Jennifer Blair, Tom Hodges, Elly Lachman
Cast: Romy Rosemont, Tom Hodges, Spencer Curnutt

When a college sophomore returns home to share
some important news with his parents, things don’t
go exactly as he had expected — until they do.

Uniform
USA | 2017 | 11 min • Narrative Short

Directors: Ellie Foumbi, Michael Niederman
Producers: Jeffrey James Keyes, Jody Christopherson
Writer: Jeffrey James Keyes
Cast: Laura Gomez, Jody Christopherson, London
Peith

Parents are at odds with what to do when their 6-
year old son is sent home from school for wearing a
dress.

There You Are
USA | 2018 | 15 min • Narrative Short

Director/Producer: Lisa Donato
Executive Producers: Lisa Donato, Jen Richards
Writer: Jen Richards
Cast: Jen Richards, Heather Kafka, Jo Perkins

A trans woman must dress like a boy to say good-
bye to her dying grandmother.

Thu, Feb 28 | 1pm
Harkins 1

Sat, Mar 2 | 7pm
Harkins 1

Total Running Time: 1:40

Horizon
USA | 2017 | 20 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Lee Cipolla
Producer: Montana Cypress
Cast: Montana Cypress, Belén Oyola-Rebaza

When a young Native American man collides paths
with an immigrant woman on the outskirts of an
isolated reservation, all hope seems lost when he
assumes she's dead, but upon awakening, a story of
compassion and heartbreak unfolds.

Pygmalion
Germany | 2018 | 30 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: André Hoven
Producer: Sabine Purviance
Cast: Mario Adorf, Gesine Cukrowski

With great anticipation Harald eagerly awaits the
wedding of his only daughter. His biggest problem
is his belief that his deceased wife lives on in a store
mannequin, which he wants to take along to the
wedding celebration.

SHORTS PROGRAM 2: Relationships
Relationships – the cornerstone of great film storytelling.  We feel each of these shorts has a way of turning a common
relationship story into something exceptional. Using humor and drama; whimsy, courage, and surprise, each short gives
an unblinking glimpse into the complexity of being human.



Goldfish Funeral
USA | 2018 | 10 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Ryan LaPine
Producers: Ashlee LaPine, Victoria Hochberg
Cast: Joe Abraham, Jack LaPine, Todd Lanker, 
Victoria Hochberg

A humorous and heartwarming tale about a father,
a son and a dead goldfish.

L’Homme et le Poisson
Canada | 2018 | 5 min • Animated Short

Director/Writer: Lewis Leon
Producers: Lewis Leon, Jonathon Corbiere

Set against the backdrop of a vast, frozen tundra; a
grizzled fisherman gets his comeuppance from a
vindictive, yet familiar fish.

Lucy in the Sky
USA | 2018 | 11 min • Narrative Short

Director: Bertha Bay-Sa Pan
Producer: Lyman Creason
Writer: Jen Rudin

Fourteen-year-old Lucy Katz with autism adjusting
to mainstream high school is suddenly faced with
cataclysmic change when she and her identical twin
sister become the subject of a genetic research
study that could forever change Lucy.

Tarrant County
USA | 2018 | 26 min • Narrative Short

Director: Ross Kagan Marks
Producer: Constance Hasapopolous
Writer: Neal Adelman
Cast: Kagan Marks, Jack Lutz, Mark Kitanga

Henry’s dad is a famous personal injury lawyer. Earl
played two years of special teams at Stanford.
Richard Dunbar the IV spent time in Leavenworth
for murder. Stuck in a holding cell inside Tarrant
County jail, in Fort Worth, TX, three men discuss
the importance of names, high school football, and
the crimes with which they’ve been charged.  Un-
likely bedfellows, they must learn to get along to
survive.

Baby Won't You 
Please Come Home
USA | 2017 | 22 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Christopher Piazza
Producer: Eli Cane
Cast: Michelle Hurst, Melanie Nicholls-King, Molly
Camp, Frank De Julio, Jazzmeia Horn

Pearl Simmons, an aging jazz singer in brownstone
Brooklyn, fights the early stages of Alzheimer's.
While she presents a strong front to her daughter
Cynthia, her sense of place and time begin to slip,
and her memories of her days as a jazz singer in
1970's New York clash with the present. Cynthia,
struggling to care for her mother, considers an offer
to sell the family's home.

Thu, Feb 28 | 7pm
Harkins 1

Sat, Mar 2 | 1pm
Harkins 1

Total Running Time: 1:37

Romance From a Distance
USA | 2018 | 6 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Kyle Dubiel
Producers: Noelle Gambino, Kyle Dubiel
Cast: Cassidy Davis, Dustin Gross

Two people get into the relationship of a lifetime,
only to find themselves trapped in a cycle of love
and heart break.

Sorry, Not Sorry
USA | 2018 | 8 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Monique Sorgen
Producers: Monique Sorgen, Darryl Pugh
Cast: Wallace Langham, Jessica Oyelowo, M.
Emmet Walsh

A couple's oneupmanship reaches unbelievable
heights after a man eats his wife's plums.

Sunflower
USA | 2018 | 9 min • Narrative Short

Director/Producer/Writer: Yaxiong Shao
Cast: William Gunther, Jessica Lee Morgan, Chris
Wagner

When a beautiful memory turns into a haunting
nightmare, a solitary man comes to terms with real-
ity and finally finishes what he started a lifetime ago.

SHORTS PROGRAM 3: Gone Astray
All film heroes need a problem. You don't have a story until the trouble begins. We selected these shorts because of their
high quality and because we loved the originality of how each hero dealt with their crisis.  Some are surprising, some 
delightful and some will break your heart.



American
USA | 2018 | 18 min • Narrative Short

Director: Richie Adams
Producers: Richie Adams, Brent Caballero
Writers: Richie Adams, Bart Gavigan
Cast: George Takei

A 94-year-old veteran who works as a volunteer at
the Japanese American National Museum, encoun-
ters a mother and her young daughter, triggering
events that happened in his past, including his time
as a young man in a Japanese American Internment
Camp and later serving with the 442 in WWII.

The Bicycle Thief
United Kingdom | 2018 | 8 min • Narrative Short

Directors: Kerry Skinner, Stewart Alexander
Producers: Kerry Skinner, Stewart Alexander, Jo
Farrugia
Writer: Stewart Alexander

You don't want to come between this girl and her bike.

But First
USA | 2018 | 5 min • Narrative Short

Director: Erin Brown Thomas

Coffee literally changes the way I see, think, and in-
teract with other people.  "But First" is my way of
exploring this through two of my favorite mediums,
film and dance.

Conversation With 
A Cigarette
USA | 2014 | 18 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Russell Brown
Cast: Ian Hart
A cat and mouse game ensues when a man faces
his greatest enemy: A Cigarette.

The Lineman
USA | 2018 | 5 min • Animated Short

Director/Writer: Jay Shipman

After a weary lineman is lulled to sleep by a hyp-
notic tone, he sees his life pass before his eyes and
gains a new appreciation for those close to him.

The Bumbry Encounter
USA | 2018 | 17 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Jay K. Raja
Executive Producer: Martin Brauns
Producer: Roth Rind
Cast: Skipper Elekwachi, Lauren McFall, Ross Turner

The year is 1961. Jackie and Terry Bumbry are a
mixed race couple who have a paranormal en-
counter with a bright light in the sky while driving
near Mount Shasta. They report their experience to
local law enforcement, who bring in a psychologist
to assess the situation. But as Jackie tells her story
to the doctor she comes to realize that there may
be ulterior motives at play. 

SHORTS PROGRAM 4: Lost/Found
The search for something lost is an important element of many of history's greatest films. The shorts in this collection
continue that tradition. We chose them for their creativity and powerful narratives. They exemplify the challenge, the
hardship and sometimes the comedy of losing and finding.



Encore
Canada | 2017 | 13 min • Narrative Short

Directors/Writers: Connor Gaston, Vaughn Gaston
Producers: Arnold Lim, Darlene Tait
Cast: Celine Stubel, Nolan Hupp

"Encore" is an off-kilter, dramatic thriller about a
mother pushing her son toward musical greatness.
Emmett, a young piano prodigy, practices inces-
santly, even in the bathtub. His mother pushes her
son in preparation for the big recital. But when 
Emmett discovers his dead father’s history as an
opera singer — and sees how his mother obsesses
over his death — we realize Emmett’s true desire:
he wants to sing. At night, Emmett must elude his
mother in order to hone his voice. Day of the
recital, Emmett must decide to stand up to his
mother the only way he knows how — through
music. 

For Sale: 
Baby Shoes, Never Worn
USA | 2018 | 2 min • Narrative Short

Directors: Dmitry Milkin, Ryan Turner
Producers: Dmitry Milkin, Ryan Turner, Asher 
Grodman
Writer: Dmitry Milkin
Cast: Asher Grodman, Amy Shiels

In order to recover from the death of their baby,
and move forward together, a married couple set
up a yard sale.

Wed, Feb 27 | 1pm
Harkins 1

Fri, Mar 1 | 7pm
Harkins 1

Total Running Time: 1:39

Pozole
USA | 2018 | 13 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Jessica Mendez Siqueiros
Producers: Jenn Garcia, WeTransfer, Maegan 
Simpson
Cast: Ana Isabel Dow, Monica Sanchez, Mike
Salazar, Peter Quintana, Jessica Hinojos

Maia (AKA 'La Gringa') is a mixed-raced Latina
woman who grew up on the white side of life.
When she returns to reconnect with her Mexican
roots on her grandma's birthday, she accidentally
causes the death of the family's vibrant matriarch.
A beacon of death and destruction, she must now
fight to find her place in her family, heritage, and
her own mother's heart.

SHORTS PROGRAM 4: Lost/Found
The search for something lost is an important element of many of history's greatest films. The shorts in this collection
continue that tradition. We chose them for their creativity and powerful narratives. They exemplify the challenge, the
hardship and sometimes the comedy of losing and finding.



Broken Sunflower Hearts
USA | 2018 | 14 min • Narrative Short

Director/Producer/Writer: Miguel Angel Caballero
Cast: Luis Aldana, Matias Ponce, Luna Camarena

When his ex-boyfriend Sam shows up on his
doorstep a year after separating, Anthony weighs
the impact it will have on his life and young daugh-
ter Luna.

Escala
USA | 2018 | 16 min • Narrative Short

Director: Assem Yedgey
Producer: Yulia Safonova
Writers: Assem Yedgey, Tammy-Anne Fortuin
Cast: Jy Prishkulnik, Nick Boraine, James C. Burns

A teenage violinist is torn between tolerating the
inappropriate advances from her music instructor,
and winning the competition of a lifetime to change
the future for her and her father.

Virtual Boys
USA | 2018 | 12 min • Narrative Short

Director/Writer: Adam  Loder

A young boy lives out his remaining days as a kid
when the release of a highly anticipated VR console
disrupts his adventurous way of life.

Tzeva Adom: Color Red
USA | 2017 | 21 min • Narrative Short

Director: Michael Horwitz
Producers: Todd Felderstein, C. Ashleigh Caldwell
Writer: C. Ashleigh Caldwell
Cast: Shani Atias, Jack Pitchon, Jonathan Arkin,
Danny Boushebel, Kenzie Caplan, Sima Galanti

"Tzeva Adom: Color Red" tells the story of Ronit, a
female solider serving in the Israeli Defense Forces,
and Omar, a young Palestinian boy who gets caught
in the wrong place at the wrong time. When she
shows compassion towards him and his older
brother, tensions begin to rise on both sides of the
border. Now she must come to terms with what's
right and what’s smart in a world where social
media runs rampant, everyone has a camera in
their pocket, and acts of terrorism have become
normal.

One Day Home
USA | 2017 | 13 min • Narrative Short

Director: Drew Denny
Producers: Rebecca Louise Miller, Alfredo Narciso,
Susan Brennan
Writer: Rebecca Louise Miller
Cast: Rebecca Louise Miller, Alfredo Narciso, Frank
Harts, Michelle Hurst, Catherine Curtin, Larry Pine,
Jeff Biehl, Elizabeth M. Kelly

Reeling from the implosion of her marriage, Frida
embarks on an epic quest: finding the perfect mat-
tress to launch her new life. When she curls up next
to an intriguing stranger, she’s suddenly reminded
that bed is more than just a place to sleep.

Sun, Feb 24 | 1pm
Harkins 1

Tue, Feb 26 | 7pm
Harkins 1

Total Running Time: 1:40

How the World Looks Now
USA | 2018 | 9 min • Narrative Short

Directors: Katie Cokinos, Guy Reed
Producer: Katie Cokinos
Writers: Katie Cokinos, Guy Reed
Cast: Lew Gardner

"How the World Looks Now” is a short, fictional
documentary about a retired English teacher and
the poetic effects of NASA's Apollo 8 mission and
their 1968 Earthrise photo on his life, then and
now, as well as its effect on the astronauts them-
selves. This year marks the fiftieth anniversary of
the photo taken by the astronauts aboard Apollo 8.
It was the first time in human history we had an
image of the earth from outer space. "We were the
first humans to see the world in its majestic total-
ity," as one of the astronaut's said, "and we felt
small and immensely large at the same time."

Lucy
Venezuela, Bolivarian Republic | 2018 | 15 min
Narrative Short

Director: Roberto Gutierrez
Producer: Rafael Ponce
Writers: Roberto Gutierrez, Hector Torres
Cast: Luigi Sciamana, Eloisa Maturén, Elvis
Chaveinte

A solitary Foley Artist secretly films his neighbor
and reconstructs the sounds of her life, while creat-
ing an imaginary relationship that leads him to dis-
cover closely the true sound of his obsession: Lucy.

SHORTS PROGRAM 5: Perceptions
One of film's greatest powers is the ability to transport an audience into the intimacies of another person's life, into their
unusual situations and difficulties.  We chose these films because each inspires us to see things in a new way,  shifting our
perceptions about what being human is or might be.


